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Joe Baker's Top 20 ï June, 2009  

 

Western Swing 

 

1. Tom Houston Orchestra, Tuxedo Country 

2. The Desperados, Lucky 7 

3. Brady Bowen, In My Spare Time, Vol.#5  

4. Johnny Lyon, Wynn Stewart Favorites Vol. 2 

5. Stephanie Davis, Western Bling 

6. Jerry Webb, Thereôs A Song In That 

7. The River Road Boys, Houston 

8. Rebecca Linda Smith, Timeless Renewed 

9. Billy Mata, This Is Tommy Duncan,Vol.#1 

10. Johnny Bush, Lillieôs White Lies 

11. Cornell Hurd, American Shadows, Songs Of 

Moon Mullican, 

12. Hank Stone, Somewhere In Texas 

13. Bobby Flores, Eleven Roses 

14. Dick Hammonds, Love Letters 

15. Dottie Jack, With Every Heartbeat 

16. Curtis Potter, When The Neon Lights Come 

On 

17. Amber Digby, Passion, Pride & What Might 

Have Been 

18. Liz Talley, More Than Satisfied 

19. Red Kilby, Keepinô It Real 

20. Backforty Roundup Vol.#40 

 

Western Music/Cowboy Poetry 

 

1. Ken Cook, Cowboys Are Like That 

2. Chuck Woller, Desert Moon 

3. Bar D roundup, Vol.#4, Various Poets 

4. Chuck Cusimano, Wind, Blow My Blues Away 

5. Daughters Of The Purple Sage, Best Of 

6. Prescott/Hollenbeck/Masterson, Ranch Life 

101 

7. Gil Prather, Last Of The Border Cowboys 

8. The Buckarettes, Cowgirl Serenade 

9. Stephanie Davis, Western Bliss 

10. Cora Rose Wood, Coraôs Cowgirl Yodel 

11. Ray Doyle, The Emigrant Trail 

12. Forever West, Belinda Gail/Curly Musgrave 

13. Willie P. Richardson, Live At The Ritz 

14. Jim Jones, Different State Of Mind 

15. Sons Of The San Joaquin, Live WJW 

16. Sourdough Slim, Classics II 

17. Bob & Johnny Boatright, Lost Trails 

18. Cowboy Slim Rinehart, King Of Border Radio 

19. Eli Barsi, Darn Hard To Tame 

20. Eddy Leverett, Old Faded Jeans 

ððððððððððððððððððððð-  

 20th Annual Lincoln County Cowboy Symposium 

is October 9-11, 2009 with a Thursday night concert 

on October 8th with the legendary Mel Tillis and the 

Statesiders followed by Bob Willsô Texas Playboys, 

kicking off three days with some of the finest music 

In the world. This cowboy symposium has  

for many years been tagged the granddaddy of them  

all. There will be hundreds of western oriented vendors 

throughout Ruidoso Downs Racetrack and Billy The Kid 

Casino. The infield of the racetrack will be home for 

many chuckwagons competing for the big $12,000 

prize money. Kidôs Rodeo sponsored by the Lincoln 

County Sheriffôs Posse, Craig Cameron Horse semi-

nars, food vendors and of course, the music. Thatôs 

right folks, cowboy music, cowboy poetry, Texas honky 

tonk and western swing music every day with concerts 

and dancing on Friday & Saturday nights featuring the 

best of the best. Our master of ceremonies as always is 

the one and only Hall Of Famer and the legendary west-

ern music disc jockey, Larry Scott from Terrell, Texas. 

Sunday morning from 9am til noon, you can enjoy the 

LCCS Cowboy Church for good down home gospel 

singing by many stars in the gospel music industry as 

Academy of  

Western Artists  

TM © 2008 Texas County 
Line Productions, LLC  

Joe Bakerôs Backforty Bunkhouse Show is broadcast on 100,000 watt KNMB, 96.7FM ñNew Mexico Bearò & 100,000 watt KWMW, 105.1FM, ñRegional 
Radio W-105ò every Saturday morning 6 am to 10 am in Ruidoso, New Mexico covering New Mexico & West Texas.  Member: Western Music Broadcast-
ers Association (WMBA).  Also available óStreaming liveô 24/7 on the internet at W-105 

Cowtown Society of Western Music ô2009 Publication of the Yearõ 

        



 

 

 well as the local Good News Band featuring  Pastor Charles Clary 

from Ruidosoôs J-Bar-J Country church. Take a look at who will 

be here, Bobby Flores Band,  Billy Mata & the Texas Tradition, 

Lucy Dean Record,  Red Steagall, Ginny Mac, Justin Trevino, 

R.J. Vandygriff, the official voice of Bob Willsô Texas Playboys the 

legendary Leon Rausch, Tommy Allsup, Bobby Koefer, Larry 

Gatlin, Liz Talley, Floyd Domino, The Quebe Sisters Band, Call 

Of The West, Rollie Stevens, Albert Talley, Neil Butler, Derwood 

Strube, Chris York, Brady Bowen, Bobby Baker, JW Beeson, 

Jimmy Burson, Billy Dozier, The Flying J Wranglers, Chuck Cusi-

mano, Harlen Kubos, Tuffy Cooper, Pete Laumbach, Mark Lowe, 

Rick McRae, Jess Meador, Rich & Valerie OôBrien, Del Puschert, 

Dennis Kubos, Darrell & Mona McCall, Tony Booth, Kimberly 

Murray, Tracy Pitcox and many more. Again this year, emcee Joe 

Baker will be working the stage inside Billy The Kid Casino with 

Brady Bowen & Friends from 10am to 1am on Friday and Satur-

day as many performers stop by to perform a couple of tunes in 

between the actôs on other stages. There are four stages in all 

throughout Ruidoso Downs Racetrack & Billy The Kid Casino. 

MTD Radio has exclusive symposium coverage and will be 

broadcasting 28 hours with live interviews and western swing 

music and if you canôt make it this year, just go to 

www.BackfortyBunkhouse.com and hear it live on the internet. 

We will have David Stallings and his film crew from Texas County 

Line Productions, shooting a lot of film coverage throughout the 

LCCS. You can catch previous shows in the archives at: 

www.TexasCountyLine.tv Tickets for the 20th Annual Lincoln 

County Cowboy Symposium go On sale August 1st, 2009. To re-

serve your tickets and more information please call 575-378-

4114. Or visit: www.cowboysymposium.org 

- Joe Baker 

      Around the Campfire 

 1. Western Bliss - Stephanie Davis 
  2. Cross Halo - Paul Davis 
  3. The Faraway Look - Daron Little 
  4. Just in Case - Bill Barwick 
  5. Come Ride With Me - Dave Stamey 
  6. One Life to Live - Linda Lee Filener 
  7. Classics II - Sourdough Slim 
  8. Cowboy State of Mind - Jennifer Lind 
  9. Campfire Cowboy Back to the Fire - Fred  

                                 Hargrove 
10. The Silver Screen Cowboy Project - Various Artists  

Marvin O'DellðAround the Campfire 
Heartland Public Radio 

meoteo@aol.com 

LEESWINGS TOP TWELVE CDs 

Kountry Korral MagazineðBennerstigen, Sala Sweden 

 

TOP 12 CDs July 2009 

01 - Bobby Koefer - Thumbin´ It 

02 - Bob Wills & His Texas Playboys - Live at 

       Boeing Aircraft, Wichita, KS 

03 - Cow Bop - Route 66 

04 - Gaylynn Robinson - Love & Heartache 

05 - Joe Paul Nichols - The Price Is Right 

06 - Kelli Grant - Swings & Sings 

07 - Louise Rowe - My Time With Bob 

08 - Ray Harrison - Scratchin´ The Surface 

09 - Rick & The Ramblers - I Rode The Ti 

10 - River Road Boys - Houston 

11 - Stardust Cowboys - Honky Tonk Cowboy & Desert Flower 

12 - Tom Houston Orchestra - Tuxedo Country 

 

TOP 12 SONGS July 2009 

01 - Don´t Let the Stars Get in Your Eyes - Louise Rowe  

02 - Honky Tonk Cowboy Blues - Stardust Cowboys 

03 - I Rode the Ti - Rick & The Ramblers 

04 - Keeper of the Flame - Gaylynn Robinson 

05 - Nobody Kisses Their Horse Anymore - Buckshot Dot 

06 - Somewhere in Texas - Hank Stone 

07 - South - Bob Wills at Boeing Aircraft, Wichita, KS 

08 - Thanks a Lot - Eilen Jewell 

09 - This Is Southland - Bob Wills & Les Anderson 

10 - Walk Out Backwards - River Road Boys 

11 - Waltz Across Texas - Tom Houston Orchestra 

12 - When the Neon Lights Come On - Curtis Potter  

  
Lillies Ohlsson Leeswing88@sheab.net 

     - 

All Things Country Top Ten CDs 
Rowena Muldavin 

 
1.  Owen Temple - Dollars and Dimes 
2.  Stephanie Davis - Western Bling 
3.  Dale Watson - The Truckin' Sessions, Vol. 2 
4.  Liz Talley - More Than Satisfied 
5.  Price Porter - Last Call For Heartaches 
6.  Vance Lance - Texas Two Step 
7.  Johnny Gray - Bama Walk of Fame 
8.  Rick & The Ramblers - I Rode The Ti 
9.  Time Jumpers - Jumpin' Time 

10. Ruthie & The Wranglers - Americana Express 

  
All Things Country email address  

www.hpr.org 
     ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

What Folks Are Sayin !       

Joe Baker's Backforty Bunkhouse Newsletter delivers 

up-to-date news of the Western/cowboy music and po-

etry scene to my in box monthly. I can see at a glance 

what's getting air play, who's got a new release, and 

follow regional trends. 

  

Jeri L. Dobrowski  

Assistant to Wylie & The Wild West  

& Author of Cowboy Jam Session 

skibaux@wb.midrivers.com  

A-10 Etcheverry, Creative Achievement Award winner 
 Cowtown Society of Western Music 2009 

www.crayolacowboy.com 

http://www.backfortybunkhouse.com/
http://www.texascountyline.tv/
http://www.cowboysymposium.org/
http://www.hpr.org
http://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1247874029218&zx=sd098e-fnkpe##
http://www.crayolacowboy.com/
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 Cowboy Jam Session:  Western  
Culture News & Reviews  
by Jeri L. Dobrowski  
         
The Most Wonderful Time of the Year  
 

Last weekend, business took me on a 
425-mile loop on either side of the 
quartzite monolith-marked boarder sepa-
rating North and South Dakota. The area 
received record snow this past winter. 

Ranchers and farmers managed the best they could as roads and 
corrals clogged, feed-and-bedding inventories dwindled, and yet 
more snow fell. Livestock death losses were high, then the snow 
melted, causing more agony. 
 
Effects of the bonanza-turned-bane were evident as my husband 
and I navigated state highways running alongside the 46th paral-
lel. Neither of us could remember a time when we'd seen the Da-
kota hills and meadows so green, the cattle so fat, horses so 
sleek, and stock dams universally filled to near-overflowing. No 
matter which direction we turned, the green rolled on before us. 
After a tenacious winter that only begrudgingly released its hold, 
we felt that surely this was the most wonderful time of the year. 
The drive was as humbling as it was enjoyable. Sitting in air-
conditioned comfort, I marveled at vital ranch headquarters and 
derelict, abandoned homesteads. It took courage, faith, stamina, 
and determination-and no small amount of careful planning and 
good fortune-to make a go of homesteading on the Plains. When 
all those ran low, it helped to have resiliency, ingenuity, and good 
neighbors.  
 
More than a century later, we live a life of relative leisure. Much of 
the day-to-day toil for survival has been resolved; as a whole, we 
have grown soft and demanding. Let's reconsider those who set-
tled the West-and live here yet today-producing food and fiber for 
a hungry, and sometimes unappreciative, world.  
   
Ace Canadian poet, emcee, and church pianist Doris Daley hon-
ors her great-grandmother with "Mary's Window" from her Be-
neath a Western Sky CD. The introduction alone is fascinating. In 
it, Daley tells of the diary that pioneer and ranch wife Mary Daley 
kept, of her marrying an Irish-born Canadian Mountie, and settling 
down to ranching and raising a family 18 miles from Fort Macleod, 
Alberta, Canada. In the diary, Mary confesses if it weren't for the 
knowledge of winter coming and all the rivers she'd have to cross, 
she would have headed back to Ontario.   
 
Another of Daley's stand outs on the album is "100 Years from 
Now," in which she addresses those who will come after us in the 
next century. Read it at cowboypoetry.com/dorisdaley.htm 
There are two songs on the 18-track album. "Riding Home to 
You" and "Shades of the West" are collaborations written with, 
and performed by, Eli Barsi. The latter is exceptional, a fine ex-
ample of Daley's mastery of words. In it she describes green: 
"Green is the sweet smell of April, green runs the frost from the 
ground, green is the jingle and jig in your step when beef brings a 
dollar a pound." 
 
To order Beneath a Western Sky, send $18 US ($23 Canadian) to 
Doris Daley, Box 103, Turner Valley, AB  TOL 2AO; (403) 933-
4434; dorisdaley.com/ cowboypoetry.com/images/
kccd3cover144.jpg 
 
Ken Cook's new CD, Cowboys Are Like That, is drawing quite a 
bit of attention, and rightly so. Cook and his wife, Nanc, raised 
their family horseback, working on ranches in southern South 
Dakota. Besides being a better-than-average poet, it's obvious 
that this cowhand knows what he's talking about. It comes 
through in the original poetry Cook writes, as well as the pieces 
penned by others that he selects for recitation. (Read examples of 
his poetry at cowboypoetry.com/kencook.htm 

Give a listen to  "Come with Me" and "The Conversation" at   
kencookcowboypoet.com/cds.htm   
When Cook says, "A good day spent horseback feels like sittin' in 
God's hand," you know it comes from deep within his soul. When 
he describes rain as "every drop's a gift," you know he's needed it, 
prayed for it, rejoiced when it finally fell from the omnipotent sky. 
In his world, spurs are worn for work, "never just for show." Here's 
a man who finds joy in doctoring sick cattle with the help of his 
boys, sorting pairs with his daughter, and showing up at a 
neighbor's place with four good hands who will make a difference 
in the day's work.  
Cowboys Are Like That is available for $15 from Ken Cook, 23154 
Teal Lane, Martin, SD 57551-6601; (605) 685-6749; 

kencookcowboypoet.com/index.html   

     ððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Andy and Jim Nelsonôs C.O.W. Radio 
4-Week Playlist 
 
6/27/09, Tribute to Stan Murdock 
 
Riders in the Sky: You Are My Sunshine 
Bar J Wranglers: Night Herding Song 
Carolina Cotton: Yodel Yodel Yodel 
Kingston Trio: Shenandoah 
Andy Nelson: Hormone Therapy 

Roger Whitaker: The Last Farewell 
 
6/20/09, Father's Day 
 
Curly Musgrave: My Daddy's Hat  
Terri Taylor: Daddy Hold My Hand  
Gene Autry: That Silver Haired Daddy of Mine 
Rich O'Brien: Grandfather's Clock  
Jay Snider: Of Horses and Men  
Sons and Brothers: This One Belongs to Me  
 
6/13/09, Free Grazers 
 
Stephanie Davis: Bronco Buster's Ball  
Red Steagall: How Green was the Grazin' Back Then  
Roy Rogers: Don't Fence Me In  
New West: The Wire and the Rail  
Gail Steiger: Gail Gardner's "The Dude Wrangler"  
Cowboy Celtic: Wind in the Wire  
 
6/6/09, Town Names 
 
Johnny Cash: I've Been Everywhere 
Kerry Grombacher: Rock Springs  
Marty Robbins: Streets of Laredo  
Dave Alexander: Tango in Durango  
Georgie Sicking: Housewife  
Dave Stamey: Tonopah  
 

cowboypoet@wyoming.com  
     ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð-  

Itôs only been 39 years! Time flies when you re having fun! 

Jack Blanchard 

 

http://www.dorisdaley.com/
http://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1247794642155&zx=bffziw-2mzfr7##


 

 

 

Kids and Horses 
Cowgirl Sass & Savvy Julie Carter 

 
I was a kid once and yes, I had a 
horse. Only for a very few, and very 
short, periods in my life have I been 
without a horse. There is nothing like 
that kid-with-a-horse experience. 
Loving horses isn't something you are 
afflicted with by choice. You don't just 
wake up one day and think, "Today 
I'm going to love horses." Somewhere 
in the human genetic makeup is a 

signal switch that gives us a heart for animals and one more click 
of the switch focuses our love toward dogs and horses. That's not 
scientific you understand, just my theory based on experience. 
 

I hosted a 4-H Horse Show Clinic last week, and to my delight, a 
dozen kids on horses that showed up to learn. Most of them had 
never seen a horse show, let alone been in one. A number of 
them were relatively new to riding and those that weren't, were 
new to show ring disciplines. By the end of the day, thanks to the 
steady instruction of a great "coach,ò the entire bunch morphed 
into riders with a plan and horses with the same goal. Kids are 
very adaptable and horses teach them as much as kids teach a 
horse. Put a kid on a horse and there is basic communication that 
rivals anything the high-tech world can provide. There is an un-
derstanding between the horse and the child that defies descrip-
tion but with the naked eye, one can see the horse evaluating his 
rider while the rider thinks he is the one in charge.  
 

As with people, the personalities of horses either jive with their 
rider or have no connection whatsoever. A horse may, quite obvi-
ously, like his kid immensely, but won't be anything but a brat for 
an adult. It is a common personality grind that keeps mothers 
gritting their teeth and fathers determined to outlast it. I'm not sure 
exactly what makes my heart swell more - a tiny girl on a big 
horse determined to do anything and everything the "big kids do," 
or a young boy who lopes off to meet the challenges of the day, 
riding his new best friend in the whole world.  
 

In my distant youth, living very remotely from any real civilization, 
horses were my best and only friends. My only alternative was 
brothers. I whiled away long summer days, always with a horse 
as my company. I'd sit on the top rail of the fence and tell my 
horse the burdens of my heart. I'd often slip a bridle on him, slide 
onto his back and take off in a lope up through the meadows to-
ward the looming mountain range with no particular destination in 
mind. This four-legged best friend and I explored the world 
around us and watched Mother Nature in her rawest form. It was 
freedom at its finest. 
 

It wasn't until many years later that I fully understood how much 
having horses in my life had taught me. Love, trust, forgiveness, 
patience, understanding, happiness, loss, confidence are all part 
of owning a horse ... and living a fulfilled life. As I watched the 
horse clinic kids riding around the arena, my heart smiled. I knew 
something they didn't. I knew that this day, and every day, with 
their horses, mattered in their lives in ways they had no idea. Mat-
tered more than the fun they were having, mattered more than the 
lessons they were learning that day. In all that, they were shaping 
their hearts for living and I was privileged to watch it unfold. 

Julie can be reached for comment at  

www.julie-carter.com. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Joe Bakerôs Backforty Bunkhouse show is on the 

internet at http://backfortybunkhouse.com 

Saturday morning from 6AM til 9AM (MDT)  

International Country by: MD/PD/DJ 
Bjarne Christensen Hesselbjerggaard, 

Ugiltvej 900 Loerslev 
9800 Hjoerring, DENMARK. 
Phone: +45 9896 3105    IP Phone:+45 
8816 4591 
 Mobile: +45 5057 4043 ï 6061 4372 
"Best of Texas Award 1999 & 2000" -
  òGolden Music Award 2000ò 
Playlist 

Country-Action Show 

Country-Action Show is syndicated on: Radio Sindal, FCMR, 

Radio Tøsen, Radio K, Radio Humleborg, Radio Aktiv, Radio 

Sydvest, Radio Djursland, Radio Amager, Radio Randers, 

Frederik 7. Kanal, Radio DNR, Radio Øst, Radio Globus Guld, 

Radio Rønde, Radio Kattegat, Radio 1049, Radio Halsnæs 

Radio Jet FM, Radio Lollands  in  DENMARK 

  
Album of the Month: In my spare Time by Brady Bowen 
Single of the month: Talking to Ghosts by Helen Mateki 

 
Peter BorupðBig foot Bop 
Jimmy Bowen & Santa Fe - Babyôs Single Down in San Antone 
Bellamy Brothers /w Bacon Brothers - Guilty of the Crime 
Vince Hatfield - Iôm Gonna Let You Down  
James Lann - Honky Tonk Two Step Queen 
Jeremy Crady ï The Tougest Ride 
Brady Bowen ï Maidenôs Prayer 
Brady Bowen ï Raining in My Heart 
Helen Mateki ï Talking to Ghosts 
Billy D Hunter ï Wild Ones 
Billy D Hunter ï Old Five and Dimers 
Allen Karl ï My Final Rose 
Allen Karl ï Put Another Log On The Fire 
Sylkie Monoff ï Steal Your Crown 
Charley Conor ï That Just About Does It 
Hermann Lammers Meyer ï Marie Jolie Coeur 
Joy Adams ï Waltz Across Texas 
Dianna Watson-Kiwi Kate ï The Good Old Twizel Outhouse 
Ian B McLeod ï Indian Love Call 
Carlene Carter ï To Change Your Heart 
Mike Aiken ï Bottoms Up 

 

EΆmail: bjthedj.dk@gmail.com 
dj.000space.com 

     ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 
Western Heritage Show 
Friday Mornings ï 10:00 to Noon 
1350 AM KRLC ï Lewiston, Idaho 

Host - ñToe Tappinò Tommy Tucker 
Songs 
Shiloh Sharrard.....Don't Make Me Go To 
School  
Patty Clayton.....4 Rode By  
Brenn Hill.....Simple Things  
Ken Overcast & Joni Harms.....Lily Dale  
Daughters of the Purple Sage.....Wagon 
Wheels  

Daughters of the Purple Sage.....Wind  
Daughters of the Purple Sage.....Out Wickenberg Way  
Barbara Nelson.....Slow Poke  
Don Edwards.....Masterôs Call  
Les Gilliam.....Hank Was His Name  
Chris LeDoux.....This Cowboy's Hat  
Ian Tyson.....Navajo Rug  
Wylie Gustafson.....Branded  
Sourdough Slim.....Westbound Freight  
Richard Elloyan.....Rodeo Bones  
Stephanie Davis.....Texas Blue  
Poets 
Susan Parker.....She Rode A Wild Horse  
Linda Kirkpatrick.....The Ranger 

tommy@idavend.com 

http://www.julie-carter.com
mailto:bjthedj.dk@gmail.com
http://www.dj.000space.com
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 Graham Lees Top 10 Songs and Albums 
HWD RadioðUnited Kingdom 
Top Ten CDs   
The Cornell Hurd Band - American Shadows  
Willie Nelson & AA - Willie & The Wheel 
Devon Dawson - Keepinô Your Head Above 
Water 
The River Road Boys - Houston 
Sweethearts In Carhartts - Ranch Life 101 
Don Edwards - Masterôs Call 
RW Hampton - Oklahoma ï Where The West 

Begins 
John England & Western Swingers - Open That Gate 
Charles Woller - Desert Moon 
Barry Ward - Whispers Of The West 
Top Ten Songs  
Devon Dawson - Cute Boot 
John England & The Western Swingers - Donôt Be Ashamed Of 
Your Age 
Johnny Johnson - Lillieôs White Lies 
Willie Nelson - You Donôt Know Me 
Dave Alexander  - Youôre From Texas  
Dave ñPappyò Hamel - One In A While 
Sid Hausman/Washtub Jerry - Miss Molly 
Don Berkshire - I Love You Because 
Prickly Pair - Some Things Are Better Left Unsaid 
Curtis Potter - Sugar Moon 

graham@grahamlees.co.uk 
     ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð-  
Hello everyone at the Backforty Bunkhouse!  This is Larry 

Lange of the Lone Star Troubadours from 
Wichita Falls, Texas.  I just thought I'd drop a 
line or two to all of Joe's viewers.  Man have 
we been busy since about March this year 
with the WSMSS showcase at the Elkôs 
Lodge in Wichita Falls, Texas to the CSWM 
Heros Banquet in Mineral Wells, Texas.  
These two events each year are great fun 
and folks that love true Western Swing and 
Honky Tonk music just have to put these 
events on their calendars.  There are some 
of the best musicians in the Southwest vol-

unteering their time and efforts to entertain all the folks that come 
out.  Both events were huge successes and I'm sure the 2010 
shows will be even better. 
 We just completed the June Western Swing show in Snyder, 
Texas and what an exciting show it was.  The River Road Boys,  
The Texas Playboys, The Lone Star Troubadours, Kelly Spinks, 
Justin Trevino, The Mavericks, and Jody Nix just to name a few of 
the bands that performed that week.  All the groups did an out-
standing job and the crowds just seem to be getting better each 
year.  The fans that come  to these events really come for a good 
time and the bands try their very best to give them just that. 
Wichita Falls, Texas was the next week and another good show 
was on the books.  One problem came about with Ray Price get-
ting ill and not able to perform. Gloria Meyers learned a long time 
ago when life deals you lemons make lemonade.  She did just 
that by calling in Tommy Allsup and Leon Rausch with the Texas 
Playboys to open up the show.  They put on possibly the best 
show I have ever heard them perform to date.  Their energy on 
stage poured out on both the listeners and the dancers.  I'm look-
ing forward to another great show next year. 
July the 16th. through July 18th. will bring the WSMSS "Hall of 
Fame Show" to Yukon, Oklahoma and again we will be looking 
forward to a wonderful time.  Every year this show gets bigger 
and better with all the officers and their wives working their tails 
off ensuring every detail is covered. This is an event you don't 
want to miss.  
I just want to thank all the participants, both bands and fans, for 
their untiring love for the music.  It seems to be almost a religious 
event every time we get together at these shows.  All the neck 
huggin', hand shakinô and true friendship for one another is shown 
throughout.  I'm just so happy to be a part of all this fun.  

Larry Lange , VP Cowtown Society of Western Music    

langewel@aol.com  

Album: Lucky 7 

Artist: The Desperados 

Label: Rio  

It has been five years 

since Ted Scanlon and 

The Desperados have 

released their last al-

bum. It was a long wait 

for a fan of theirs but 

definitely, again, worth 

the wait. This new is-

sue is comprised of 12 

super tracks of West-

ern Swing arrange-

ments of Western 

Swing, Texas dance 

hall, country and pop 

standards. In the vocal 

spotlight is group bass player, Ted Scanlon. 

This super album of 12 winning tunes opens up with Soft Rain 

from the Ray Price pen and library and then moves to a complete 

change of pace to Francis Craig's pop standard Near You. Then 

of course are the Western Swing classics like Billy Jack Wills and 

Tiny Moore's Lily Dale from the library of both Bob Wills and 

brother Billy Jack. Other Western Swing memories are Adobe 

Hacienda from Louise Massey and the Westerners and Gloria, an 

old Mills Brothers pop standard that Hank Thompson and the Bra-

zos Valley Boys introduced to Western Swing. The Desperados 

go to the Eddy Arnold book for both Last Word in Lonesome and 

the Cindy Walker masterpiece, for which Eddy suggested the title, 

You Don't Know Me. Two other Texas dance hall items both come 

from the Faron Young library, Congratulations and Jeannie 

Seely's Leaving and Saying Goodbye. Then there are other price-

less pop memories in the album. There is Cry which was a big 

early 50s pop hit for Johnny Ray and brought back 20 years later 

in the country world by a young Lynn Anderson. Then there are 

two others born in the pop music field. Over the Rainbow is syn-

onymous with the late Judy Garland and There I Said it Again, 

was a huge hit for the very recognizable voice of Vaughn Monroe 

and his big band. 

The Desperados are the working band that plays live in the Las 

Cruces, New Mexico area and not studio personnel used just for 

this project. Besides Ted, you will hear the terrific steel guitar 

player and standard guitarist, Jim Tomlinson. Gordon Butler is the 

fantastic fiddle player. Joe Seltzer is found deep in the rhythm 

section playing the drums and Ruben Gutierrez is the pianist. This 

album can be obtained from Ted Scanlon, PO Box 683, Mesilla 

Park, NM 88047. The cost of the CD is $18 which includes post-

age and handling.  

Mike Gross, WVOF-FM, Fairfield, CT and 

www.swinginwest.com  

     ððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

What folks are sayinôé.. 

If you want to know whatôs happening in the world of Western 

Swing, Texas Honky Tonk and Cowboy Poetry just grab the latest 

issue of Joe Bakerôs Backforty Bunkhouse Newsletter.  It has it 

all!  Whatever you may want to know from the latest tunes to infor-

mative articles on the artist and events.  Once you read your first 

issue you will not be able to live without it. 

 

Pam Felix 

healthycowgirl@yahoo.com 

http://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1247712576312&zx=jxm0pe-dpv5uk##
http://www.swinginwest.com/
mailto:healthycowgirl@yahoo.com


 

 

 Ernest Tubb Midnight Jamboree DVD "Live From Texas" 

This two hour 
DVD was re-
corded by David 
Stallings Produc-
tions and re-
corded live at the 
Ed Davenport 
Civic Center in 
Brady, Texas, on 
March 13, 2009.   
This DVD cap-
tures the "live" 
feel of an Ernest 
Tubb Midnight 

Jamboree show featuring the finest in great Traditional Country 
Music!    
This DVD is also available at the Ernest Tubb Record Shops-
along with all of the great traditional country music items from 
Heart of Texas Records.  
This special DVD is only $14.95 including shipping and handling!! 
www.heartoftexascountry.com   
Ernest Tubb Midnight Jamboree "Live From Texas"   
Justin Trevino-"Two Empty Glasses"  
Dave Simon-"Waltz Across Texas"  
Leona Williams-"Yes Mam" "Nobody's Darlin' But Mine"  
Ferlin Husky-"Gone" "Wings Of A Dove"  
Kim Murray-"Your Good Girls Gonna Go Bad"  
Rance Norton-"Wine Me Up"  
Bobby Marquez-"Thats Life"  
Heather Myles-"Nashville's Gone Hollywood" "One Man Woman 
Again"  
James Hand-"It's Just My Heart"  
Robert Mizzell-"Race Is On" "Today I Started Loving You Again" 
"Thanks A Lot"  
Frankie Miller-"Family Man" "Waltz Across Texas" "Blackland 
Farmer"  
Mona McCall-"Keeper Of My Heart" 
"Sweet Lips" "French Song"  
Big Bill Lister-"Take Me Back"  
Darrell McCall-"Home In San Antone" 
"I'll Break Out Again" "The Other 
Woman"  
Amber Digby-"Here Come The Tear-
drops" "Take Me Back Again"  
Justin Trevino & Amber Digby-"Howôs 
The World Treating You"  
Bonus Footage-Tracy Pitcox Inter-
views David McCormick  
 The Musicians: 
Dickey Overby-Steel Guitar, Justin 
Trevino-Bass, Charley Walton-Lead Guitar, Smiley Reynolds-
Drums, Randy Lindley-Lead Guitar, Hosts-Jennifer Herron & 
Tracy Pitcox . 

  
heartoftexascountry.com  

       

 

Backforty Bunkhouse Show On The Internet 
 

Joe Bakerôs multi-award winning Backforty Bunkhouse Radio 

Show can be heard on the internet  broadcasting live every Satur-

day morning from 6:00 AM to 9:00 AM (MDT) from the MTD stu-

dios located in Ruidoso, New Mexico on KWMW, Regional Radio 

W-105. Listen to some of the best Western Swing, Cowboy/

Western Music, Texas Honky Tonk and Cowboy Poetry any-

where. Just go to the opening page of Joeôs website, scroll down 

and click on the black ñListen Liveò logo and youôre there. 

You can also listen to previous shows archived on Joeôs website 

BackfortyBunkhouse.com. 

 

I love summer, shared with lots of dif-
ferent friends and fun experiences. This 
has been one of those...so much so that I 
have neglected some of my own most fa-
vorite pastimes, like writing this article! But 
I can't stray for long, because the music 
won't let me! I have been listening to Joe's 
latest compilation and I am focused right 
now on just that one, Volume 40, June 
2009. I liked all 10 songs! 

I especially love the swing arrangement on Jim Stricklan's "Hey 
Good Lookinô" and also the vocal arrangement on #1. Both sound 
fun to record. Selection #2 was written by Leon Payne, who 
comes from our neck of the woods in Texas. I'm glad that Hank 
Stone chose one of Leon's masterpieces in "This is the Cross I'll 
Have to Bear". The next two are by Stephanie Davis. She takes a 
cute spin on the range tune "Montana Cowgirl" and she simply 
swings 'ole Gershwin in "Soon." Good listening! Johnny Lyon un-
covered a diamond on #5. This Marty Robbins treasure comes out 
very danceable.  
Rebecca Linda Smith owns a warm rich voice. #6 ñOld El Pasoò 
has that softly galloping pace and colorful lyrics that bring the 
Spanish town to life. There's hurt in his voice, but Jerry Webb isn't 
crying over the recognition he's getting on his original, "Wall to 
Wall" which is #7. 
Pretty harmonies multiply the talent of Deborah Liv Johnson's 
clear expressive voice in the recording of Desert Moon. Listen 
also to ñCold Blue Steel,ò # 10, by the same writer. 
A listen to #9 will take you on a long ride on a very fast horse. 
"Pride on the Wind" is a musical history of the American Quarter 
Horse. 
On cut # 11, Joe hires someone to remind you about Ruidoso in 
October. It bears repeating that the annual Cowboy Symposium 
there, blazed a trail for other Cowboy gatherings! I'm going to put 
this PSA to work on KSST tomorrow morning!  
Speaking of tomorrow, it's already here! Together we've sat up 
into the wee hours again, lost in the music. Gotta go. 6am sign-on 
time comes earlier and earlier! 

 
Your radio friend, Enola Gay   

enolagay@ksstradio.net  

   ðððððððððððððððððððð  
Ken Bass KALHðVariety 95.1 FM 

Serving 
AlamogordoðLa LuzðHolloman AFB & 

Tularosa, NM 
  
  1. Russ Murphy - America's Hero's 
  2. Darren Kozelsky - Seven Vern Gos-  
      dins Ago 
  3. Jim Stricklan - Hey Good Lookin' 
  4. Bellamy Brothers & Bacon Brothers -  
      Guilty of the Crime 
  5. Travis Andrews - This Honky Tonk's  

       Home 
  6. Cornell Hurd Band & Bill Kirchen -     
      Don't Ever Take My Picture Down      
  7. Darren Kozelsky - Old Has Been 
  8. Jake Hooker - The Outsider 
  9. Dottie Jack - Eyes, Don't Come Crying to me 
10. John Reinhardt - As Far as You Know 
11. Johnny Bush - Lillie's White Lies 
12.  Darrell McCall - Set Me Down Where the Country Music  
       Plays 
13. Brandon Kinney - Hicks 
14. Josh Turner - Everything is Fine 
15. Tracy Lawrence - Up to Him 
16. Dottie Jack - With Every Heartbeat 
17. Liz Talley - My Heart Ain't Helping 
18. Justin Grant - That's All She Wrote 
19. Doc Watson - What Would Jimmy Buffett Do 
20. Dottie Jack & Johnny Bush - Texan in a Stetson 
 

kalhlp@earthlink.net 
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 2009 Academy of Western Artists Music Nominees 

  Below are the final five nomi-
nees in Western Music, West-
ern Swing Music and Pure 
Country Music. Sources for the 
final nominees came from many 
areas, each familiar with that 

music form. Every attempt was made to verify the dates of the 
material, but because of release dates and other information, it is 
difficult. The final winners will be announced September 22, 2009 
at the Granville Theater in Garland, Texas at the 14th Annual 
Academy of Western Artists Will Rogers Awards. Two tickets will 
be furnished to all nominees, including individuals in groups or 
more than one songwriter.   
This year's host hotel is the Hyatt Place, 5101 N. President 
George Bush Highway, Garland, TX  75040, phone 972-414-
3500, Jennifer Rochet.    
   

Western Swing Final Five 2009 
Male 

John England, Jake Hooker, Billy Mata, Jody Nix, Curtis Potter 
Female 

Mary Allen, Kelli Grant, Carolyn Martin, Dottie Jack, Pinto Pammy 
Instrumentalist 

Bob Baker, Buddy Emmons, Buddy Hrabel, Dicky Overby, Reggie 
Rueffer 

Duo/Group 
Brady Bowen-Swing Country 
Desperadoes 
John England Western Swingers 
Jake Hooker-Outsiders 
Saddle Cats 

Western Swing-Album 
Brady Bowen-In My Spare Time #5 
John England-Open That Gate 
Dennis Ivey-Something Old, Nothing New 
Billy Mata-This Is Tommy Duncan 
River Road Boys-Don't Ever Take My Picture Down 

Western Swing-Song 
Mary Allen-Let's Make Music In The Country 
Chuck Cusimano-My Last Word To You 
John England-Old Town 
Billy Mata-Stay All Night 
Gaylynn Robinson-Call Back My Heart Texas Moon 

Western Music Final Five  
Male 

Bill Barwick, Daron Little, Gary Pratt, Dave Stamey, Ian Tyson 
Female 

Eli Barsi, Stephanie Davis, Devon Dawson, Belinda Gail, Jean 
Prescott 

Yodeler 
Judy Coder, Karen Gogolick, Carin Mari Lechner, Janet McBride, 
Gary McMahan 

Duo/Group 
Buckarettes  
Journey West 
Rocking HW  
Flying J Wranglers  
Diamond W Wranglers 

Western Music-Album 
Eli Barsi-Tribute To Wilf Carter 
Ray Doyle-The Emigrant Trail 
Liz Masterson-Roads to Colorado 
Journey West-Driftin' West 
Keeter Stuart-Ghost Riders, Searchers & Cowpokes 

Western Music Song 
Bob Davidson-Western Sky 
Rick Pickren-The Call 
Dave Stamey-Cowboy Moon 
Barry Ward-Whispers Of The West 
Diamond W Wranglers-Trail Dust 
 
 
(Continued on page 18) 

LeMars, Iowa.....An authentic cowboy from Billings, Montana, 
will take home the prestig-
ious RRMC "Country-
Western CD of the 
Year" Award this year, it 
has just been announced 
by the Rural Roots Music 
Commission.  The award 
goes to T.J. Casey, a long 
time cowboy singer, poet, 
songwriter, performer, and 
recording artist.  The name 
of the CD is "Pure óDô Cow-
boy." 
     According to the Rural 
Roots Music Commission 
president, Sheila Everhart, 
"We have been nurturing 
upper midwest traditional 

and old-time music for over 35 years now, through the Commis-
sion, and through our annual fund raising festival in LeMars, 
Iowa.  Our goal is to preserve the music of our settlers, home-
steaders, and pioneers, and we were very happy to find a musical 
project as definitive as this project by T.J. Casey.  His career has 
spanned an incredible amount of experience and adventure in the 
cowboy and country-western field of music.ò 
     The award will be made at the 34th Annual National Old Time 
Country, Bluegrass, and Folk Music Festival, August 31-
September 6, 2009, at the Plymouth County Fairgrounds in Le-
Mars, Iowa.  The festival, a fundraiser for the National Traditional 
Country Music Assn., is held annually the week just before Labor 
Day, and has ten sound stages operating from 9am to midnight, 
every day for seven days to accommodate the many acoustic and 
old-time musicians that attend.  According to Bob Everhart, Festi-
val Director, "There are well over 600 performing artists at this 
event, and they come from around the world.  We even have 32 
musicians and dancers coming from Greece this year to share 
their rural music.  That's not counting the international aspect of 
artists coming from Canada, Korea, England, Holland, New Zea-
land, Australia, Georgia, Slovakia, and Ireland.  It's amazing that 
all these foreign performers are so adept at America's traditional 
and rural country music." 
     There is other activity as well,  going on during the 7-day 
event. Workshops are available to beginners through accom-
plished musicians.  There are six nights of old-time dances. There 
are 'showcases' for aspiring performers.  "We had one act last 
year that landed a $1,000 40-minute gig.  We think that's pretty 
good," says Everhart.  There's also a large "Corps of Discovery 
Tipi Village" with emphasis on Native American music and life 
style, and there's also over 35 contests for amateur performers in 
as many categories.  "We like the Band Scramble" says Everhart, 
"there are just so many really great musicians, a lot of them get 
involved, simply playing with strangers, because the music is sim-
ple, it is heartfelt, it is sincere, and it is honest.  That's quite a bit 
different than the music we are force-fed on radio these days.  We 
even have one stage dedicated and devoted to Christian Gospel 
music only." 
     Celebrities show up for induction into America's Old Time 
Country Music Hall of Fame.  According to Everhart, "We were so 
pleased to learn that Patti Page may be with us this year.  She is 
the lady who recorded "How Much Is That Doggy In The Window" 
and "The Tennessee Waltz."  She's 81 years old now, lives in San 
Diego, and has a new book out as well as a new CD, so we're 
anxious to meet and get to know such an accomplished country 
music artist.  Also on tap this year, Terry Smith from Nashville, 
Tenn., who wrote the song "Far Side Banks of Jordan" for Johnny 
and June Carter Cash.  Valarie Smith, from Bell Buckle, Nashville, 
the leader of Liberty Pike Bluegrass Band is also on tap for 
awards.  Jim Ed Brown has been on the list for induction into the 
Hall of Fame for several years, and even Warren Buffet has been 
nominated.  He plays a mean ukulele.  One of the really nice 
things we get to do this year is proclaim Clayton McMichen 
"Fiddler of the Century."  His daughter Juanita McMichen will be at 
the festival to accept for her dad, and she will be bringing along 
Slim Bryant, the guitar player for McMichen.  Mr. Bryant is 100 



 

 

 years old this year, still plays and teaches guitar.  He is one of 
the only living musicians that performed with Jimmie Rodgers."  
     The CD, T.J. Casey recorded, was auditioned by Tradition 
Magazine to glowing reviews.  He will receive the award at the 
annual convention of the RRMC on Saturday, September 5, at 
4:30pm on the Main Stage, where he will also be performing. 
     There is RV camping with electric hook-ups available at the 
Plymouth County Fairgrounds at $12 per day with electricity, $8 
per day without, and six full-menu food stands on the 
grounds.  The main stage area is air conditioned, with nine other 
stages functioning at the same time.  Admission is $15 per day 
for adults; $12 per day if over age 70; under 18 is free.  There is 
a 7-day pass available for $55 without further discounts.  

     www.orgsites.com/ia/oldtimemusic   
 

         

 

Bill McCallieôs Cowboy Jubilee Radio Show 
Classical 90.5 WSMC-FM  Cahttanooga, TN 

Well we just had our 24th or so annual River 
Bend Festival here in Chattanooga and I saw 
everything from ZZ Top to Three Dog Night 
but no cowboy music this year.  Last year we 
had Juni Fisher and The Sons of San Joa-
quin. Ole Willie Nelson did open the festival 
this year and I got down front to see his 

show.  He's an Icon for sure and put on a great show...and 
speaking of a great show...I found an old Flying Fish CD of four 
masters of swing and jazz music.  The CD is called "S Wonder-
ful" and featured Joe Venuti on violin, Eldon Shamblin, long time 
Bob Wills guitarist and arranger and a master of the guitar, 
Curley Chaulker, widely regarded as one of the best jazz steel 
guitarist in the country and Jethro Burns, a master of the jazz 
mandolin.  Jethro Burns is best remembered for his days with 
Homer and Jethro. "It's Wonderful", "Limehouse Blues", and 
Duke Ellingtons "Caravan" were really nice cuts for the show. I 
remember once at the Nashville DJ convention, years ago, stop-
ping off at the Maxwell House Hotel and visiting a hospitality 
room with Jethro Burns and Red Rector of "Cass Walker" TV 
Show fame doing twin mandolin arrangements with Grant Boat-
wright and the Red White and Bluegrass Band.  It was a special 
music moment I will never forget. Also this month  I did a seg-
ment on Leon Rausch and his tribute CD to Cindy Walker CD 
"Close to You"...I played "Close to You", ñIn the Misty 
Moonlight", You Don't Know Me", "You're From Texas", "Don't 
be Ashamed of Your Age" and ñChina Doll."  Tommy Morrell and 
the Time Warp Top Hands kicked off one show this month with 
"All of Me,ò ''Butter and Egg Man," and "Good Bye Lisa 
Jane."  Jean Prescott's "Road of Dreams," "One Cowboy Left," 
and "Too Many Irons" from the CD "Sweethearts in Carharts" 
made a nice segment for the show as well.  My friend Doug 
Flowers sent me a great gospel song called "Born Again" and it 
rattled the phone in the bunkhouse.  Folks really liked that one 
for sure.  He's got it recorded on an album that Earl Scruggsô 
friend, Lizzy Long has recorded along with gospel great Roy 
Lewis of the Lewis Family.  The Quebe Sisters continue to be a 
mainstay when I do a segment of fiddle music.  "One More 
Time" and ñBlack and White Rag" are favorites with our Public 
Radio audience.  Barbara Lamb did a nice waltz on the fiddle 
with "Tonight I Feel Like Texas"...Don Edwards scored this 
month with three cuts from the Western Jubilee two CD set 
called "Saddle Songs."  "What's Become of the Punchers," ñThe 
Long Road West" and "When the Workôs All Done This Fall" 
were three of the songs featured.  Red Steagall's "Born to This 
Land" and "Panhandle Wind" were also featured this month.   
That's about all the news that's fit to print.  Next month I plan to 
play some of my favorite Bill and Bonnie Hearn music from War-
ner West.  Hope you can tune us in either @ 90.5FM in the 
Chattanooga Tennessee area or at www.wsmc.org Sunday eve-
nings at 6pm EST.  We are 100,000 watt radio station broad-
casting from beautiful downtown Collegedale Tennessee...where 
the air always smells like a big oatmeal cookie.   
            You can contact Bill at: bill.mccallie@gmail.com 

Sundays at 6:00 pmðwsmc.org/webstream.html 
 

Jacques DUFOUR 
Rockin'Boy Saloon  
Every Sunday 1:00 pmð3:00 pm on Lyon 1ère 90.20 FM 
www.lyonpremiere.com  

 
CHRIS WATSON-End of the road 
DAGMAR & THE SEDUCTONES-As 
long as I'm moving 
MELISSA WRAY-Little bit shy 
ARTIST ROBINSON-Chasin' Willie 
TRENT TOMLINSON-One wing in 
the fire 
TONYA KENNEDY-Anything for you 
CHRIS GILL-Don't walk away 
BRADLEY WEST-All we did 
RICH MC CREADY-What's coming 
over me 
ALEX PANGMAN-It's all your fault 
CURTIS POTTER-San Antonio med-
ley 
CHUCK CUSIMANO-My last word to 

you 
G.STRAIT/P.LOVELESS-House of Cash 
EUROPEAN HIGHWAYMEN-NO-Highwayman 
RICK SHARP-I'm goin' to heaven on my Harley 
STONEWALL JACKSON-Muddy water 
MIRANDA LAMBERT-Famous in a small town 
KRISTIN HALE-Get a little closer to me 
BRYNN MARIE-Start now 
RANDY ROGERS BAND-In my arms instead 
VINCE GILL-Workin' on a big chill 
SHARMIAN-I drank myself to bed 
CHRIS WATSON-Blue moon of Kentucky 
WILD HORSES-Not pretty enough 
HAMAC-Proud Mary 
CONNIVING-Cadillac cowboy 
DIERKS BENTLEY-Sideways 
MARLA RATLIFF-Heavens got a well 
BYRON HILL-Stay a while 
JODY LYNN--Friday night 
 

Merci pour l'écoute - Thanks for listening 
country@lyonpremiere.info 

     ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 
Wyn Machon 

Oamaru Heritage Radio 88.3 & 107 FM 
5 Lowther St. Oamaru 9400 

Whitestone City, New Zealand 
 

¶ Erin Hay & Perley Curtis , His and    

        Hers.  

¶ Tommy Cash , Give My Love to  

        Rose.  

¶ Dolly Parton , Better get to livin'.  

¶ Gary Loyd , Hitch Your Wagon to a  

        Star.  

¶ Graham Rogers , The First Lady of  

        Country. 

¶ Jerzy Group , I'm Waiting For You.  

¶ Makky Kaylor , You Make Our House A Home.  

¶ Zona Jones , Bluer Than Blue.  

¶ Steff Nevers , Keep It Up.  

¶ Johnny Lyon , Angel Suzy 

¶ Rebecca Smith , Old El Paso.  

¶ Stephanie Davis , Montana Cowgirl 

¶ Tony Vice , Pride On The Wind 

¶ George Longard , The Engineers Child 

¶ B Z N , Blue Eyes 

 

Contact Wyn at: wynjoy@orcon.net.nz 

http://www.orgsites.com/ia/oldtimemusic
http://www.wsmc.org
http://www.lyonpremiere.com
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Cowboy Poetry at the BAR-D Ranch 
Margo Metegrano, CowboyPoetry.com 

 
July and August 
bring a host of 
events: the 22nd 
Annual Arizona 
Cowboy Poets Gath-
ering in Prescott 
(August 14-15), the 
22nd Annual Califor-
nia Rodeo Gathering 
in Salinas (July 12), 

the Calgary Stampede (July 3-12), the National Folk Festival in 
Butte, Montana (July 10-12), the 7th Annual Grand Encampment 
Cowboy Gathering in Encampment, Wyoming (July 17-19), Chey-
enne Frontier Days (July 18-25), the 29th Annual Texas Ranch 
Roundup in Wichita Falls, Texas (August 13-16), the Montana 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Lewistown (August 14-16) and so 
many more. 
 
Another big July celebration is the National Day of the Cowboy 
(July 25), which spawns many events around the country, includ-
ing at CowboyPoetry.com, where there is a special "Art Spur." Art 
Spur invites poetry submissions inspired by original Western art 
and photography. The 2009 National Day of the Cowboy Art Spur 
offers an impressive photograph by Tucson photographer Lori 
Faith Merritt  (www.photographybyfaith.com), known by many for 
her great images from cowboy poetry and music gatherings and 
her CD design work. 
 
The featured photograph, titled "Heading Out," is an image of 
octogenarian "cowboy" (the term she prefers) poet, and Cowgirl 
Hall of Fame honoree Georgie Sicking and Minnesota rancher 
Sam Scott. Minnesota poet, writer, and rancher Diane Tribitt was 
present when the photo was taken; Sam is her fiancé and Geor-
gie is her good friend. Diane had written a poem about the day 
well before the Art Spur was planned: 
 
Headin' Out 
 
Throughout her life she'd been condemned 
for havin' cowboy dreams 
But she fulfilled her destiny, 
enduring all extremes 
 
She lived for ropin' cattle, and 
she roped 'em with be best 
Tied 't burrows, cows and mustangs, 
surpassing every test 
 
She's thankful God has blessed her with 
the opportunity; 
for cowboys who had taught her and 
a mom who'd set her free 
 
to live the life she dreamed of 
with horses, cows and rope 
as a lady and a cowboy, 
on horizons brimmed with hope 
 
She taught her kids to understand 
the only life she knew 
and blessed them with the gift of being 
"you, and only you" 
 
Each time she passed the reins to them 
she made sure she was near, 
yet far enough away from them 
they wouldn't sense her fear 
 
She has loved some horses dearly 
and disliked quite a few 
She has lived by cowboy ethics 
Honest, loyal, tried and true 

 
Though she is blind, now, she still sees 
what some refuse to see 
for her soul was borne of nature 
and her spirit's proud and free 
 
She was born to be a cowboy 
and there ain't any doubt, 
When most old hands are headin' in 
they'll meet her, headin out 
 
© 2009, Diane Tribitt, All rights reserved 
 
Diane's poem, "Half the Hand," also inspired by Georgie Sicking, 
is on "The BAR-D Roundup: Volume Four (2009)" from Cowboy-
Poetry.com. Diane is a popular performer, who has been featured 
at the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering, the Santa Clarita Cow-
boy Festival, the Colorado Cowboy Poetry Gathering, and many 
other events. She's also the Senior Executive Editor of "I.M. Cow-
girl" magazine (www.imcowgirl.com). Her latest CD is "Ranchin' 
Rhymes." Read more about Diane Tribitt and her poetry at 
www.dianetribitt.com. 
 
You'll find hometown cowgirl Cora Wood at the 7th Annual Grand 
Encampment Cowboy Gathering in Encampment, Wyoming (July 
17-19). Cora has earned a reputation for her confident stage pres-
ence and her poetry, singing, and yodeling...at age 7. And when 
time permits, she's out working cows with her father. 
Here's one of Cora's poems: 
 
    Chester 
 
      Giddyup Chester, We're gonna be late. 
      We're helpin' Dad move cows today, 
      And he's waitin' at the gate. 
 
      Chester is my good pony. 
      Kind of short, but really fast! 
      Today, he'd move a whole lot faster 
      If he'd just get his head out of the grass! 
 
      © 2007, Cora Wood, All rights reserved 
 
You'll also find Cora featured at the Arizona Cowboy Poetry Gath-
ering in August, performing with her mother, singer and musician 
Laurie Wood. Cora Wood has a new CD, "Cora's Cowgirl Yo-
del" (with a design by Lori Faith Merritt). Find more about Cora 
and the CD at www.woodwesternmusic.com. 
There's poetry and information about hundreds of cowboy poets 

and Western musicians at CowboyPoetry.com. It's an on-going 

gathering, with continuous news, features, event calendars, the 

best in classic and contemporary cowboy poetry and Western 

music lyrics, and an e-newsletter. CowboyPoetry.com is a project 

of the non-profit Center for Western and Cowboy Poetry.        

    Margo@CowboyPoetry.com 

     ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

The Real West from the Old West  
KOTS 1230AMðTotsie Slover 
 
Still Ridinô - Jim Jones 
In My Spare Time Vol. IVðBrady Bowen 
BAR-D Roundup Vol. 4 
One Life to LiveðLinda Lee Filner 
Billy MataðThis is Tommy Duncan Vol. 1 
Desert MoonðDeborah Liv Johnson/Chuck 

Woller 
Oklahoma ...Where the West RemainsðR.W. Hampton 
Festival FavoritesðBobby Flores 
The Emigrant TrailðRay Doyle 

totsieslover@hotmail.com 

http://www.photographybyfaith.com/
http://www.imcowgirl.com/
http://www.dianetribitt.com/
http://www.woodwesternmusic.com/
http://www.crayolacowboy.com/



