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Joe Baker's Top 20 ï December, 2009   

 

Western Swing 

 

1. Shorty Joe & Red Rock Canyon Cowboys, 

Best Of  

2. Rebecca Linda Smith, True Love 

3. Dugg Collins, Looking Back-1977 

4. Wendell Sollis, The Sidekicks 

5. Cornell Hurd, American Shadows 

6. The Desperados, Lucky Seven 

7. Jerry Webb, Thereôs A Song In That 

8. Saddle Cats, Herdinô Cats 

9. Johnny Lyon, Wynn Stewart Favorites Vol.#2 

10. Brady Bowen In My Spare Time, Vol.#5 

11. Liz Talley, More Than Satisfied 

12. Hank Stone, Somewhere In Texas 

13. Willie Nelson, Willie & The Wheel 

14. Les Gilliam, Oklahoma-1955 

15. 15. Ron Knuth/Chris Reeves, Things That 

Swing  

16. Tony Grasso, Doinô It My Way 

17. Stephanie Davis, Western Bling 

18. Billy Mata, This Is Tommy Duncan Vol.#1 

19. Dave Caley, Itôs A Long way Back 

20. Darrell McCall, Keeping With Tradition 

21. Johnny Rodriguez/Johnny Bush, Texas Leg-

ends 

 

 

 

Western Music/Cowboy Poetry 

 

1. Charming Billy, Frank Fara-Patty Parker 

2. Ken Cook, Cowboys Are Like That (Poetry) 

3. Bar D roundup, Vol.#4,Various Poets 

(Cowboy Poetry.com) 

4. Jeanne & Jerome, You Are The Rose Of My 

Heart 

 
Joe Bakerôs Backforty Bunkhouse Show is broadcast on 100,000 watt KNMB, 96.7FM ñNew Mexico Bearò & 100,000 watt KWMW, 105.1FM, ñRegional 
Radio W-105ò every Saturday morning 6 am to 10 am in Ruidoso, New Mexico covering New Mexico & West Texas.  Member: Western Music Broadcast-
ers Association (WMBA).  Also available óStreaming liveô 24/7 on the internet at W-105 

        

 

5. Stardust Cowboys, Ridinô Back To You 

6. Flying J Wranglers, My Adobe Hacienda 

7. Stephanie Davis, Western Bliss 

8. Rich Flanders, Ride Away 

9. Chuck Woller, (Deborah Liv Johnson Vocals)

Desert Moon 

10. Lynn Anderson, Cowgirl II 

11. Fred Hargrove, My Sacred Ground 

12. Gil Prather, Last Of The Border Cowboys 

13. The Buckarettes, Cowgirl Serenade 

14. Prescott/Masterson/Hollenbeck Ranchlife101 

15. Linda Lee Filener, One Life To Live 

16. Backforty Roundup Vol. #43 

17. Gary McMahan, Goinô My Way 

18. Bob & Johnny Boatright, Lost Trails 

19. Chuck Cusimano, Wind Blow My Blues Away 

20. Texas Gypsies, Texas Gypsies 

 

"Swingin' West"- Mike Gross 

 WVOF-FM 

December 1, 2009 

 

Songs 

1. Over the Hill- River Road Boys  

2. California Mountains- The Stardust Cowboys 

3. Brownsville- John England & Western Swing-

ers  

4. Tacos, Enchiladas and Beans- Buck Pizzarelli 

& West Texas Tumbleweeds  

5. Are You Teasing Me-  Bobby Flores  

6. Night Coach Out of Dallas- Jake Hooker  

7. Oklahoma - 1955- Les Gilliam  

8. Southern Hospitality- Cornell Hurd Band  

9. Feelinô Blue for Texas- Marshall Ford Swing 

Band  

10. Crystal Canyon- Patty Parker  

Albums 

1. Houston- River Road Boys  

2. Western Bling- Stephanie Davis  

Est. January, 2007 
Joe Baker, Publisher 
Totsie Slover, Editor 

Howard Higgins, 
Advisor 

 

cowtown-swm.org 

wsmss.com 

westernmusic.com 

texascountyline.tv 

mtdradio.com 
backfortybunkhouse.com 

mtdradio.com 
backfortybunkhouse.com 

  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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Ruidoso, New Mexico          mountainannies.com 
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westernswingsociety.org 

ifco.org 

swinginwest.com 

demingradio.com 

cowboypoetry.com 

kalhlp@earthlink.net 

cowboysymposium.org 

awaawards.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

I remember how our friend and fellow DJ, Joe Baker sent 

me names and contact info almost daily. These were the 

people writing and performing Cowboy/Western, Poetry 

and Swing music. If I had a question about our genre, Joe 

was the man who I turned to. I would like to thank him for 

his help in getting me started on my journey as a DJ. 

Thank You Joe! I will 

always be grateful for 

your help. 

 I am thankful for the 

fans who support the 

"Cow Trails Show!" 

Many of these people 

were there in Albu-

querque to cheer me 

on and show their 

support. I would like 

to thank the folks 

who have been com-

ing to my venues and 

house con-

certs. I will 

continue to 

bring these artists into my home to share this awesome 

genre. What I do on the radio is out of love for the western 

music and I will continue to do so as long as you will allow 

me to do this for you. 

With all my heartfelt blessings to you all. 

Your Western Belle, 

Barb 

WMA 2009 DJ of the Year 

 

bfboston@fone.net   

 

Heart of Texas Recording Artist Amber Digby will 

make her Grand Ole Opry debut 

on Saturday, December 19, at 

the Ryman Auditorium in down-

town Nashville.  

Ronnie Milsap will introduce Am-

ber and she is scheduled to sing 

"Silent Night (After The Fight)" 

off of her latest project "Another 

Way To Live."  

"With Amber's deep history in Country Music and her 

dedication to preserving the music, she definitely de-

serves a guest spot on the Grand Ole Opry,"  Heart of 

Texas Records President Tracy Pitcox said.  "As a mat-

ter of fact, they should just go ahead and induct her that 

night as well.  I guess first things are first!"  

Amber Digby has three very successful projects on 

Heart of Texas Records-"Music From The Honkytonks" 

"Here Come The Teardrops" and "Pride Passion and 

What Might Have Been."  Her latest album "Another 

Way To Live" will be released on December 8.  

For more information about Amber Digby and her band 
Midnight Flyer, log on to www.amberdigby.com or 
www.heartoftexascountry.com.  
 

3. Herdinô Cats- The Saddle Cats  

4. This is Tommy Duncan- Billy Mata & Texas 

Tradition   

5. Now Playing! Willie and the Wheel- Willie 

Nelson & Asleep at the Wheel  

6. Digginô Up Bones- Buck Pizzarelli & West 

Texas Tumbleweeds  

7. Lost Along the Way- Jake Hooker  

8. Oklahoma- 1955- Les Gilliam  

9. Last Call for Heartaches- Price Porter 

10. Open That Gate- John England & Western 

Swingers  

swinginwest.com 

 

Graham Lees Top Ten CDs and Songs  

HWD Radio - United Kingdom 

 

Top Ten CDs   

1. Dave Stamey - Come Ride With 

Me 

2. Cornel Hurd Band - American 

Shadows 

3. Ian Tyson - Yellowhead to Yel-

lowstone And other Love Songs 

4. Wendell Sollis and The Sidekicks - The Sidekicks 

5. Various Artists - Hillside Records Country Song 

Roundup 

6. Various Artists - Oklahoma Swing Project 

7. Sweethearts In Carhartts - Ranch Life 101 

8. Tom Hiatt - Appaloosa Moon 

9. Jeanne & Jerome - You Are The Rose of My 

Heart 

10. Stephanie Davis - Western Bling 

 

Top Ten Songs 

   

1. Elana James - One More Night 

2. Hurshul Clothier - I Need Your Love 

3. Justin Trevino - Bright Lights & Country Music 

4. Cornell Hurd Band - Keep A Light In The Window 

5. Johnny Gimble - I Needed You 

6. The Texas Trailhands - Lights Of Old Santa Fe 

7. Jean Prescott - Dining Out 

8. Bryan Ragsdale - Modern Day Mountain Man 

9. The Flying W Wranglers - Stampede 

10. Bob Flesher and the Spanish Rose - The Banjo 

Hangs Silent on the Door 

 

graham@grahamlees.co.uk 

 

 

On Nov. 21, 2009 the Western Music Associa-

tion awarded me the title of WMA 2009 Disc Jockey 

of the Year! What a night to remember! I remember all 

the artists who, for the last five years, have been trusting 

me to play their music on the airways of KSJD Dryland 

Community Radio. Thank You, for trusting me to give 

your music to the world through radio! I am honored 

and humbled by you all. 

WMA DJ of the Year 2009 Barbara Richhart & 
AWA DJ of the Year Joe Baker 

https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1261019727265&zx=39dl5i-224uzv##
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=46213124&msgid=599497&act=IN5T&c=308186&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amberdigby.com
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=46213124&msgid=599497&act=IN5T&c=308186&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heartoftexascountry.com
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21
st

 WMA Award Show 

 

By Graham Lees 

 

The 21st Annual Western 

Music Association Showcase and Awards 

Show took place over November 18th ï 22nd 

2009 at the Marriott Hotel, Albuquerque, 

New Mexico.  This was my second time at 

this event, the first being in 2006. 

 

Iôve been visiting the USA annually since 

2000 and have made many good friends in 

the Western and Western Swing music 

scene.  When I decided to attend this yearôs 

event, my good friend Jim Anderson (Palo 

Duro Trio) suggested that I should travel 

over a week earlier as the Working Ranch 

Rodeo finals were taking place that week in 

Amarillo, Texas. The Working Ranch Cow-

boy Association World Championship Ranch 

Rodeo took place over November 12 - 15th 

2009 at Amarillo Civic Center.  The founda-

tion has been helping people for 13 years 

including scholarships providing school fund-

ing support for Working Ranch Cowboys and 

their children with 27 Students currently in 

their program.  The Wednesday kicked it all 

off with a performance by cowboy poet and 

humorist Baxter Black giving a highly enter-

taining performance in the Heritage Room 

during the evening. Along with the Ranch 

Rodeo competition taking place in the main 

arena, showcases took place with perform-

ances from western singers and cowboy 

poets in the Heritage Room along with sev-

eral rooms of exhibits and trade stands sell-

ing a multitude of cowboy trappings.  During 

the four days the World Famous Budweiser Clydesdales gave a 

thrilling demonstration of the brewery day wagons that delivered 

the beer in years gone by.  Once all eight horses are hitched to 

the famous red beer wagon, the driver begins to adjust the reins.  

Driving the 12 tons of wagon and horses requires strength, ex-

perience and stamina.  The 40 pounds of reins the driver holds, 

plus the tension on the reins, equals 75 pounds. 

 

The rodeo finals concluded on the Sunday with an award presen-

tation taking place during the evening.  The group Palo Duro con-

sisting of Jim and Cody Anderson and fiddle player Teresa 

Stephens has been playing this celebrated event for several 

years and have become fondly known as the unofficial resident 

band for the WRCA rodeo finals.  Jim and Cody also opened 

Cowboy Gelato an ice-cream parlour and restaurant (featuring 

Italian gelato ice-cream and cowboy cuisine) during the summer 

of 2009 on 6th Avenue which is part of the historic Route 66 in 

Amarillo and has already garnered rave reviews. 

 

The Wednesday following saw me travelling back to Albuquerque 

with singer and radio D.J. Judy James and her friend Pam who 

were travelling through Amarillo on their way to the WMA event 

and graciously offered to give me a ride.   

 

Wednesday was essentially a day to set everything up and check 

into your hotel, though Donnie Blanz ran a workshop for Re-

cording, Producing and Packaging your own CD.  Thursday 

started the showcases off on three stages giving artists a chance 

to show just what a grand array of talent there is within the WMA.  

Thursday evening also saw the Crises Fund Benefit Dinner & 

Show featuring the Diamond W Wranglers. 

 

Over the four days Shannon Wrango of Kansas Saddlery ran the 

Swap Shop along with helpers Betty Carter, Jean Prescott, Joyce 

Woodson and Judi Anderson.  They did a ñsterling jobò as per-

formers and fans brought in cloths and musical items for sale.  A 

portion of the money realised was donated to the WMA with over 

$950 being raised for the association. 

 

Friday started with workshops ñAre You getting Paid For Your 

Musicò followed by ñSoundscan Listing & Bar Codingò.  I sat in on 

the harmonica workshop ran by Gary Allegretto who gave basic 

instruction to beginners who wanted to start playing campfire har-

monica.  Gary was nominated for the WMA ñBest Instrumentalistò 

at the Awards and is also under consideration for two Grammy 

Awards ,ñBest Traditional Folk Albumò and ñBest Contemporary 

Blues Albumò.  Gary runs Harmonikids, a non-profit organization 

dedicated to providing harmonicas & the joy of music to special 

needs children. The program gives harmonicas to children with a 

wide range of physical or emotional disadvantages and teaches 

them to play simple songs through easy instruction and gentle 

encouragement. 

 

I had to cut the workshop a little early as I was to sit on the D.J. 

Panel Workshop organised by New Mexicoôs Joe Baker.  The 

panel consisted of Joe Baker, Rick Huff, Barbara Richhart, 

Tamara Boatright, Ralph Hampton, Totsie Slover, Dallas McCord 

and myself. 

 

This workshop drew a good crowd with artists eager to see how 

best to obtain radio airtime for their music.  Much was said regard-

ing PRS and royalties for airplay and the inclusion of the encoding 

of information (such as the songwriter details etc) into the CD it-

self.   

 

There were plenty of showcases to keep everyone happy through-

out the day on all three stages.  Three artists did three numbers 

over a fifty minute period each hour from 1.00pm until 4.50pm.  So 

many great bands and artists to see, it was impossible to catch 

everyone.  Friday evening continued with a Chuckwagon Dinner & 

Opry performance hosted by Marvin & Theresa OôDell introducing 

a horde of entertainers performing for the large crowd assembled. 

 

Saturday morning got underway with the memberôs Annual Gen-

eral Meeting.  During the morning the Yodeling and Harmony con-

tests took place with winners in both categories receiving certifi-

cates.  Showcases started at 11.00am running through until 

4.50pm.  At 7pm the WMA Award Show took place presided over 

by WMA President Jon Messenger.  The list of winners below all 

received a handsome trophy.  Winner of the Female and Male 

Performer of The Year categories also received a Taylor guitar. 

 

Entertainer of the Year - Dave Stamey 

Male Performer of the Year - Bill Barwick 

Female Performer of the Year - Juni Fisher  

Songwriter of the Year - Marvin OôDell 

Song of the Year - Jesus & Roy - Marvin O'Dell  

Traditional Duo/Group - Sons Of The San Joaquin  

Traditional Album of the Year - Gone For Colorado - Juni 

Fisher  

Western Swing Duo/Group - Asleep At The Wheel  

 

ralphsbackporch.com 

Terry Fitzwater,Publisher 
terry@ruidosofreepress.

com 
 

wswing.home.texas.net 

waynettawwr@aol.com 

radioksey.com 

sblackwell@ 
Comcast.net 

mailto:terry@ruidosofreepress.com
mailto:terry@ruidosofreepress.com
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 Western Swing Album of the Year - Hang-N-Rattle - Wylie & 

The Wild West 

Instrumentalist of the Year - Curly Musgrave 

Crescendo Award  - Horse Crazy  

Radio Station of the Year - Ralph's Back Porch  

Radio DJ of the Year - Barbara Richhart  

Male Poet of the Year - Waddie Mitchell  

Female Poet of the Year - Doris Daley 

Best Collaboration - The Mourning Dove - Les Buffham & 

Judy Coder 

Cowboy Poetry CD of the Year - Beneath A Western Sky - 

Doris Daley  

Cowboy Poetry Book of the Year - Trail Mix - Diane Tribitt 

Presidentôs Award - Silver Screen Cowboy Project 

 

Sunday brought the 2009, 21st Annual WMA Awards Show and 

Showcase to a close with a Cowboy Church.  There were many 

comments made as to the smooth running and enjoyment of the 

four-day event.  I was thrilled to renew old acquaintances and 

meet many new artists along with people who Iôve only had con-

tact with via email or who had sent their products for inclusion in 

my radio shows in England.  Joe Baker had set-up a box for each 

D.J attending, so that artists could leave their CDs to be played at 

the various radio stations.  I will certainly be introducing new art-

ists to my listeners over the coming months.  Just to close Iôd like 

to thank my friends Ann & Jim Anderson (Amarillo Texas) and 

Betty & Doug Carter (Albuquerque) for their kindness and hospi-

tality during my stay in the USA.  Look forward to seeing every-

one again soon!!!! 

-Graham Lees Nov 2009 

 

graham@grahamlees.co.uk 

 

 

Cowgirl Sass & Savvy 

By Julie Carter 
 

Here it comes, ready or not 

 

Only a limited number of shopping 

days until Christmas and then it's 

almost time to file your income taxes. 

Right after I looked up from the dinner table on Thanksgiving Day, 

I realized that the following week brought the first day of Decem-

ber and with it, a landslide of ideas, lists, projects, events, com-

mitments and deadlines. 

As soon as I recovered from that particular mental avalanche, 

which was days later, I realized the first week of December was 

almost gone. As usual, I'm behind before I even start. 

I've had my eye out for clever Christmas gifts all year, but like 

most years, I either forgot about it if I thought of it in March or I 

bought it, hid it and don't remember where. 

Early gift buying has its disadvantages. While spreading the cost 

of the holiday throughout the year, it also increases the odds of 

you paying more for the same thing that will be on sale later. 

Or, in my case, you find out that perfect gift is no longer perfect 

because the recipient proudly bought it for herself about the same 

time you did. 

Useful gifts never go out of style and every year they take on a 

facet that makes them a little different from last year, but still very 

utilitarian. 

Fad colors, embroidered phrases and rhinestones turn a regular 

cap into something that makes a fashion statement. While the 

market for "gimme" caps from feed, seed and implement dealers 

is still quite viable, nothing says cutting edge like a cap that an-

nounces, "Jesus ropes here." 

Spur straps, once just a piece of leather with a function, now 

come in colors, animal print and of course, more bling. Some of 

them are so fashionable that the livestock will need sunglasses to 

stop the glare. 

A favorite gift among the working cowboy set is the thoughtful 

offering of the cowboys' favorite beverage, usually in aluminum 

cans but sometimes upgraded to a glass bottle. The ropers refer 

to it as "aiming fluid," and have determined that the proper amount 

not only improves their roping but makes pastures greener and 

girls prettier. 

This year's twist is the camouflage container that convincingly 

offers to those that imbibe the ability to become invisible if enough 

is consumed. 

Then there is the never-ending list of "new" ideas for gifts de-

signed to entice the giver to give to the guy that already has eve-

rything. 

My choice this season is a giant beach-type umbrella with a base 

that attaches over the gooseneck trailer ball in the bed of the 

pickup. This allows spectators to sit in the shade next to the bev-

erage cooler, and watch the roping from the back of the truck. 

In these days and times, I sometimes spot something that just 

won't compute in my cowgirl brain. With decades of thinking I've 

seen it all, always, something proves me wrong. 

Recently it was seeing a big black Hummer pulling an aluminum 

horse trailer going south through town. The oddity of that combi-

nation left me speechless. As my son would say, ñThatôs messed 

up.ò 

Maybe I just need to get out more. 

 

Julie can be reached for comment at jcarter@tularosa.net 

 

LEE SWING TOP 12 CDs 
Lillies Ohlsson 
Kountry Korral Magazine, 
Bennerstigen 120, 
SE-73395 SALA * SWEDEN  
 
Top 12 CDs 
Augie Meyers - Country 
 Bill Dessens - I´ve Waited A Lifetime 
Bonebrake Syncopators - That Da Da Strain 

Cream Of The Crop Band - I Still Cry 
Gaylynn Robinson - Love & Heartache 
Kelli Grant - Softer Side of Swing 
Louise Rowe´s Reunion Band - Shades of Swing 
Louise Rowe´s Reunion Band - A Sentimental Journey 
Old West Trio - Ridin´ Back to Yesterday 
Rod Moag - AH-HAA! Goes Grass! 
Stephanie Davis - Western Bling 
Texas Swing Band - Welcome to Texas 
 
TOP 12 SONGS 
 
Convict and the Rose - Rod Moag & Dayna Wills 
Coyote Serenade - Old West Trio 
Hang Your Head in Shame - Texas Swing Band w/Jerome Stubbs 
Honeysuckle Rose - Joaquin Murphey w/The Plainsmen 
I Still Cry - Cream Of The Crop Band 
Keeper of the Flame - Gaylynn Robinson 
 Little Red Wagon - Back At The Ranch 
Mr. Record Man - Heybale w/Redd Volkaert 
No Disappointment in Heaven - Road Moag & Dayna Wills 
Silver Lake Blues - Bill Dessens 
Stranger - Elizabeth McQueen & Jason Roberts 
Texas Drummer Boy - Herb Steiner & Johnny Cuviello Band 

 
LeeSwing88.se 

123minsida.se/cowswing 

http://www.LeeSwing88.se
http://www.123minsida.se/cowswing
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 Cowboy Poetry at the BAR-D 

Ranch 

by Margo Metegrano, Editor 

CowboyPoetry.com 

January brings the top cowboy po-

etry event of the year: the Western Folklife Centerôs 26th annual 

National Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Elko, Nevada, January 23-

30, 2010 ( www.westernfolklife.org).  Along with the best in cow-

boy poetry and Western music, there are workshops, seminars, 

exhibits, and other special events. 

Colorado poet Jane Morton, whose work often focuses on her 

family's ranching roots, makes a return invited appearance to the 

2010 Gathering. She's participated previously as a poet, and sev-

eral of her short films about her family's ranch have become a 

part of the WFC's Deep West Video project. 

 

Her forthcoming book, In This Land of Little Rain, includes over 

fifty poems and many photographs that span her nearly eighty 

years of Western living on the high plains of northeastern Colo-

rado. The book takes its title from this included poem: 

 

When the Grass Greens Up This Spring 

 

Let me be in Colorado 

when the grass greens up this spring. 

Let me see blue sky above me 

and the hawks a'circling. 

 

Let me ride out through the pastures 

and across the low-slung hills. 

Let me see sand lilies blooming, 

thrill to hear lark buntings' trills. 

 

Let me find an Easter daisy 

near as pretty as its name. 

Let me see the orange-red paintbrush 

light the prairie like a flame. 

 

Let me smell the rain-drenched sagebrush, 

breathe in air that's clear of smog. 

Let me see the white-faced babies 

with their amber eyes agog. 

 

Let me watch a herd of pronghorn 

flowing over sunlit plains. 

Let me listen for the swallows 

and the cries of sandhill cranes. 

 

In a world of many wonders, 

nothing beats spring on the plain 

And the greening of the grasslands 

in this land of little rain. 

 

© 2008, Jane Morton, All rights reserved 

 

Jane Morton's previous book, Cowboy Poetry: Turning to Face 

the Wind (winner of the Will Rogers Medallion Award) includes 

stories, poems, and photos about her pioneering family. It is avail-

able from $19.95 plus $4.50 shipping and handling from Jane 

Morton, 12710 Abert Way, Colorado Springs, CO 80908. 

Find more about hundreds of cowboy poets and Western musi-

cians at CowboyPoetry.com. It's an on-going gathering, with con-

tinuous news, features, poetry, lyrics, gathering reports, and an 

extensive event calendar. Come on by and stay a while. 

margo@cowpoetry.com 

"Pappy" Dave Stone 
November 11, 1913 - February 18, 2004 

 

"PAPPY DAVE STONE", always an innova-

tor and creator of the very first full time 

Country Music Format at KDAV in Lubbock, 

Texas in 1953. "Pappy" made his home in 

Colorado Springs where he managed his 

small, but very powerful country music chain 

of radio stations for many years. KDAV Lubbock, Texas, KPEP 

San Angelo, KPIK AM/FM Colorado Springs and the second sta-

tion that would be full time country music, KZIP Amarillo, Texas.  

 

He was born Dave Pinkston November 11, 1913 in Post, Texas. 

His family moved to a farm in Lubbock County, Texas in 1916. 

Dave graduated from high school in Slaton and attended Texas 

Tech University. He and Violet Martin of Plainview, Texas were 

married October 11, 1933 and have two children. James Pinkston 

of Colorado Springs and Carolyn Graves of Portland, Oregon. 

Three grandchildren and two great grandchildren round out the 

family.  

 

"Pappy" Dave worked on a farm in 1934-1935, was a teacher at 

Draughons Business College 1936 - 1938 and was employed as 

an Office Manager for a chemical plant in Brownfield, Texas from 

1939 - 1945. Still searching for a career I suppose, he joined the 

staff of KSEL, a new station just getting started in Lubbock, as 

traffic manager. In 1947 he became a Disc Jockey for the 

"Western Roundup," a daily 30 minute program. This experience 

no doubt let him know he had finally discovered what it was in life 

he was supposed to do.  

 

In 1949 "Pappy" was named General Manager of KSEL and in-

creased his 30 minute show to several hours. The owners of the 

radio station let him know they thought it was beneath the dignity 

of a General Manager to be a disc jockey on a hillbilly radio sta-

tion. He took that advice for awhile but soon realized how silly it 

was and went back on the air where he stayed even as he began 

buying stations in conjunction with real estate friend Leroy El-

more.  

 

In 1953 "Pappy" Dave had an opportunity to fulfill a life long 

dream, to put on the air for listeners a radio station that pro-

grammed nothing but country music. Working with his partner, 

they received licenses for and built the following radio stations. 

KDAV, known as K-DAVE Lubbock 1953 - 1979, KPEP San An-

gelo 1954 - 1978, KZIP Amarillo 1955 - 1977, KPIK-AM Colorado 

Springs 1957-1978, KPIK-FM 1966-1978. In 1962, "Pappy" Dave 

bought out his partner and took sole ownership of all the Dave 

Stone Stations.  

 

"Pappy" Dave started the very first "Country Music Club," com-

plete with membership card and all the perks that go along with it. 

Membership at K-DAVE alone was over 8,000. A full time secre-

tary had to be hired to oversee the Country Club."Pappy" Dave 

was also one of the very first to use window decals to promote his 

call letters. He was one of the very first radio station owners who 

began booking country music shows, booking all the major stars 

into the Lubbock, Texas area. He was also a mentor to new talent 

and helped many young stars who would become major super-

By Dugg Collins 

http://www.westernfolklife.org/
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 stars in the music business. People like Buddy Holly, Elvis 

Presley, Johnny Cash and Waylon Jennings who started his ca-

reer as one of "Pappyôs" deejays.  

 

"PAPPY" DAVE STONE, because of his innovative ideas in 

Country Music Radio, soon became the most copied programmer/

owner in Country Music history. It didn't take long for the story to 

circulate that this man in Lubbock, Texas saw the potential of a 

full time country format and acted on it. It just simply wasnôt done 

in those days of radio. Most stations relied on block programming 

to fill their broadcast day.  

 

His on air style soon became the thing with those who copied 

what he did. His voice was as welcome and familiar as a member 

of the family. This is substantiated by the thousands of letters he 

received each month. In content they range from a record request 

to those seeking advice on personal matters. "Pappy" Dave had 

tremendous loyalty to his beliefs and principles plus an unfailing 

abundance of energy. He was "Mr. Country Music" to the thou-

sands of radio listeners in the great plains area of Texas and an 

inspiration to hundreds of radio programmers who followed his 

lead.  

 

"Pappy" Dave Stone was inducted into the Country Music Disc 

Jockey Hall of Fame in 1999 and the Texas Country Music Disc 

Jockey Hall of Fame in 2000. His name has been on the ballot 

many times for the Country Music Hall of Fame in Nashville and I 

hope one day soon, his plaque will hang in that hallowed hall with 

all the other country music greats. He set the standard for country 

music programming. My dear friend Olô Mike Oatman admitted to 

me upon my arrival in Wichita in 1999 that he had borrowed 

many, many ideas from "Pappy" Dave Stone which he used to 

create his Great Empire Broadcasting. He smiled when he said, 

"If youôre gonna steal in this business, steal from the best."  

 

I met "Pappy" Dave for the first time in 1977 when he was in the 

process of selling KZIP in Amarillo. I was on a competing station, 

but he didnôt treat me like a competitor, he treated me like a friend 

he had known for thirty years. That big smile of his could put any-

one at ease from the very first meeting. He must have been one 

hell of a salesman in his day. I doubt any advertiser could say no 

to that personality.  

 

He and I really started talking a lot via the telephone in 1999. I 

called just to say hello and he was always happy to hear my 

voice. Being someone who really appreciates the pioneers in my 

business, I asked him to re-live those glory days on radio at K-

DAVE in Lubbock, which he was happy to do.  

 

In 1999, when I was inducted into the Texas Country Music Disc 

Jockey Hall of Fame, the first thing that caught my attention was 

the absence of his name from the list of inductees. When I re-

turned home, I called back to find out why to discover that there 

had been a mistake. They thought because he lived in Colorado 

Springs, he didnôt qualify. That problem got fixed and his plaque 

now graces the wall in the brand new building in Carthage, 

Texas.  

I have been so very lucky to have known just about every hero I 

have ever had in radio and music. Thatôs one of the perks of this 

business. My friendship with "Pappy" Dave Stone has been one 

of the highlights of my many years in show-business. I will miss 

him for sure, but his influence on country music radio will live on 

forever.  
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Eddy Ray Cooper ï France - Parce 
que c'est Noël 
Michelle Wright  - Jingle Bell Rock 
Jerry Audley - Blue Christmas 
Alan Jackson - Good Time 
RW Roldan - Misery To Mexico 
Ivy Raye - Living On Credit 
Sister Girl - It's A Lonely Place 
Danni Leigh - Damned If I Do 
Jennifer  Bruce - Why Must I Cry For 
You 
Sherry Kennedy - Sweet Is Between 
Dan Tyler - Pussycat 
George Ducas - Walk Through This 
World 
Clay Underwood - Behind These walls 
Christen Sawyer - Austin 
Patty Loveless - Color Of The Blues 
Jack Barlow -Tennessee River Blues 
Karling Abbeygate - I've Got You On My Mind 
Chris Mc Lernon ï Ireland - Restless Ramblin' Man 
Kim Dickinson ï UK - Somewhere Between 
Rusty Legs ï France - If You're Going Through Hell 
Nashville  Airplane ï France -The Letter 
Rockincher- France-Seminole Wind 
Heather Myles/Brantley Kearns - No One Will Ever Know 
Trailerparkidlers -To Cross The Mighty River 
Kenny Seratt - Hank & Lefty Raised My Country Soul 
Eli Barsi - Chrstmas In The Canyon 
Rootônôtootôn - UK-Wabash Cannonball 
Keith Cochran - Love On A Rainy Day 
Sugerland - City Of Silver Dreams 
 
Merci pour l'écoute - Thanks for listening 
Jacques DUFOUR 
Lyon 1ère - Country Web Bulletin 
Comments or requests country@lyonpremiere.info 
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  May 7, 2010 Friday Night 7:00 
"Barn" in Winthrop, WA 

 
Laughter, country charm, wonderful music and something unex-
pected make the Dollar Watch Cowboy Jamboree a hit show. 
Beginning the 8thconsecutive year, the Dollar Watch Jamboree 
will be presented Friday, May 7, 2010 at 7:00 PM in the Winthrop 
Auditorium, sponsored by Winthrop Red Apple Market. 
Tim Hus, Canadian Cowboy Phenomenon will join the Dollar 
Watch gang Friday Night kicking off 49er Weekend in Winthrop, 
Washington. 
Tim Hus has a voice sweeter than a Husqvarna chainsaw, a wit 
that is sharper than rusty barbed wire, and a list of songs longer 
than a Saskatchewan fence line! Tim has already taken Canada 
by storm and has set his sights south of the Kickinô Horse Line! 
Visit Timôs web site: www.timhus.ca This is an artist you can brag 
about having seen in years to come! 
Horse Crazy Cowgirl Band, nationally recognized by the Western 

Music Association 
as the best "Trio" of 
the year, and win-
ners of The Cres-
cendo Award for 
most promising 
talent in 2009, will 
be on hand to 
showcase. Horse 
Crazy performing 
for the largest cow-
boy gathering in 
Canada with Tim 

Hus recently, and came away saying, "People in the Methow 
must see and hear this man!" While Horse Crazy is a local group, 
they bring pure iron pyriteéwe mean gold, to the program. 
Dave McClure, cowboy poet and author will be back, because he 
is the best announcer this side of the Missouri River! Daveôs zany 
humor and original wit are always the talk of the town. 
For all the exciting details about this gala weekend in Winthrop, 
visit the 
www.withropwashington.com for more information. Or go 

to www.WOGA.org to learn about all the packing events taking 

place during the event. 

Tickets are $10.00 and available at Red Apple Market in Win-
throp, and the Winthrop Inn. 
For more information call (509) 996 2404 
 

horsecrazycowgirlband.com 

 

 

Ken Bass - KALH - Variety 95.1 FM  
Serving 

Alamogordo - La Luz - Holloman AFB & 
Tularosa, NM 

 
  
CHRISTMAS LIST 2009 
 

01. Ricochet - My Christmas List 
02. Song Trust - Bring Him Home Santa 
03. Kellie Pickler - Santa Baby 
04. I'll Be Home For Christmas - Jimmy & Starla Queen 
05. Joline Carl - Santa Claus Will Bring You Home To Me 
06. Jeremy Craby - Sleigh Me Back To Texas 
07. David Parmley & Continental Divide - Christmas At The Old 
Homeplace 
08. Gwen Sebastian - I Just Need You For Christmas 
09. Lizard Tom Case - What Christmas Is About 
10. Billy O'Rourke - Me And Uncle Sam 
11. Kacey Jones - I'm Down To My Christmas Underwear 
12. Darius Rucker - Candy Cane Christmas 
13. John Anderson - Here Comes Santa Clause 
14. Jim Hurst & Missy Raines - Heavens Light 
15. Charlie Daniels & Dan Tyminski - The Christmas Song 
16. Kenny Chesney - Silver Bells 
17. Daryl Singletary - Swinging Into Christmas 
18. Patty Parker - La Noche Buena (It's Christmas Eve) 
20. Larry Stephenson - Good Ol' Country Christmas 
  
  
Nov 30, 2009 
01. Red River Mudcats - Texas Eagle 
02. Johnny Lyon - Big City 
03. Albert & Gage - Hell Or High Water 
04. Rio Grand - Painted Pony 
05. JB & Moonshine Band - I'm Broke 
06. Curtis Potter - When The Neon Lights Come On 
07. Josh Turner - Why Don't We Just Dance 
08. The Right Five & Billy Martin - Big Blue Diamonds 
10. Patty Parker - She Rode a Horse Called Buttermilk 
11. Wild Oats - Back In The Saddle Again 
12. Dave Caley - It Seemed Like The Right Thing To Do  
13. Rhonda Vincent - Last Time Lovin' You 
14. Liz Talley - You Can't Take The Texas Out Of Me 
15. Kate Russell - Kick Down The Door 
16. Gringo Kings - Did I Go Crazy 
17. Billy Mata & Texas Tradition - Dinah 
18. Travis Andrews - Just Passin' Through 
19. Manning-Dixon - Cold As Her Heart 
20. Smokey Wilson - Blazin' Texas Sun 

 

kalhlp@earthlink.net 

 

Around The Campfire 
 
In no particular order, here are 10 really fine 
cowboy/western CD's that I believe would make 
excellent Christmas gifts: 
  
  1. Frontier Cowboy Songs - Vol. 1 - Syd Mas-
ters 
  2. Sixth Generation - Allan Chapman 
  3. Appaloosa Moon - Tom Hiatt 

  4. Cowgirl II - Lynn Anderson 
  5. Clean Outta Luck - Mary Kaye 
  6. Chasin' Th' Years - Dave Watson 
  7. Southwestern Serenade - Patty Parker 
  8. Western Bliss - Stephanie Davis 
  9. My Sacred Ground - Fred Hargrove 
10. Come Ride With Me - Dave Stamey 
  

Marvin O'Dell 
Around the Campfire 
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