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Joe Baker's Top 20 ï August, 2009  
  
Western Swing 
 

1. Saddle Cats, Herdinô Cats 
2. The Desperados, Lucky 7,  
3. Tom Houston, Tuxedo Country 
4. Johnny Lyon, Wynn Stewart Favorites Vol.#2 
5. Cornell Hurd, Songs Of Moon Mullican 
6. Hillside Records Country Song Roundup, 
        C. Potter/D. McCall/K. Seratt/J. Trevino/J.    
         Inman/R. Sanders 
7.     Jerry Webb, Thereôs A Song In That 
8.     Rebecca Linda Smith, Timeless 
9.     Brady Bowen, In My Spare Time Vol.#5 
10.   Johnny Bush, Lillieôs White Lies 
11.   Shoot Low Sheriff, The Best Of 
12.   Hank Stone, Somewhere In Texas 
13.   Richard Wolfe, Country Music Turns Her On 
14.   Hot Club Of Cowtown, The Best Of 
15. Darrell McCall, A Way To Survive/All She Did   
       Was Fall In Love 
16.   Leona Williams, New Patches 
17.   Willie Nelson, Lost Highway 
18.  Wild Oats, Classic Country Music 
19.   Liz Talley, More Than Satisfied 
20.   River Road Boys, Houston 

 
Western Music/Cowboy Poetry 
 

1. Ken Cook, Cowboys Are Like That, 
2. Chuck Woller, Desert Moon 
3. Bar D roundup, Vol.#4,Various Poets 
4. Prescott/Masterson/Hollenbeck, Ranchlife 

101 
5. Daughters Of The Purple Sage, Best Of 
6. Stephanie Davis, Western Bling/Bliss 

Joe Bakerôs Backforty Bunkhouse Show is broadcast on 100,000 watt KNMB, 96.7FM ñNew Mexico Bearò & 100,000 watt KWMW, 105.1FM, ñRegional 
Radio W-105ò every Saturday morning 6 am to 10 am in Ruidoso, New Mexico covering New Mexico & West Texas.  Member: Western Music Broadcast-
ers Association (WMBA).  Also available óStreaming liveô 24/7 on the internet at W-105 

Cowtown Society of Western Music ô2009 Publication of the Yearõ 

        

 

Academy Western 
Artists 

7.   Gil Prather, Last Of The Border Cowboys,  
8.   Rich Flanders, Ride Away 
9.   Chuck Cusimano, Wind, Blow My Blues Away 
10.  Belinda Gail/Curly Musgrave, Forever West 
11.  Ray Doyle, The Emigrant Trail,  
12.  Willie P. Richardson, Live At The Ritz  
13.  The Buckarettes, Cowgirl Serenade 
14.  Sons Of The San Joaquin, Live WJW 
15.  Bob & Johnny Boatright, Lost Trails 
16.  Cowboy Slim Rinehart, King Of Border Radio 
17.  Jim Jones, Different State 
18.  Cora Rose Wood, Coraôs Cowgirl Yodel 
19.  Chuck Maltsby, Western Medleys 
20. Backforty Roundup Vol.#41 
ðððððððððððððððððððððð  

Artist: Saddle Cats 
Album: Herdin' Cats 
Produced by: Saddle 
Cats 
Released 2009 
I had the honor of shak-
ing hands with Richard 
Chon several years ago 
and then he really im-
pressed me with his fid-
dlin' style and showman-
ship. What a performer he was back then! Now, here 
comes Herdin' Cats. West Coast Swing has been 
around the industry for a long time but has really sur-
faced to public awareness in the last six or so years. 
ñWestern Swing is so naturally associated with Texas 
and Oklahoma that we often forget some of its most 
brilliant practitioners and spectacular recorded docu-
ments originate from the West Coast,ò quotes Saddle 
Cats and goes on to say, ñmany of these musicians 
were emigrants, blown like gold dust across a parched, 
distressed Southwest, but here in California they found 
sweet water and laid down roots. And who could blame 
them? California remains the Golden State.   
Herdin' Cats is a tribute to those players who estab-
lished a California beachhead of western swing, here on 
the Barbary coast, down in sunny Los Angeles, out in 
the scalded, hard scrabble Central Valley, whose crazy, 
yearning, knocked out sounds resonate to this day.ò 
Some of the finest West Coast players in the world 
make up the Saddle Cats with the likes of Richard Chon 
on the fiddle, Bobby Black on steel, Bing Nathan with 
the bass fiddle, Gordon Clegg on guitar. The Texas 
Playboy's Drummer Boy himself, my dear friend Johnny 
Cuviello on drums and some great guest musicians 



2 

 Laura Porter, David Bell, Rich O'Brien and 
Billy LaBeef. A few tunes sure to make you 
wake up and listen are ñOklahoma Stomp,ò 
ñYou've Got The Right Key But The Wrong 
Keyhole,ò ñ Roly Poly,ò ñ Whatôs the Matter 
With The Millò and  ñAlong The Navajo Trail.ò  
And there are eight more great tracks.  
To purchase ñHerdin' Catsò, please visit;  
www.saddlecats.com or email them at: 
saddlecats@gmail.com 
-Joe Baker 
     ððððððððððððððððð- 
Listen to Joe Bakerôs Saturday radio show,  

Backforty Bunkhouse. You will hear the best 
in Western Swing, Honky Tonk, Classic 

Country, Cowboy Music and Cowboy Poetry 
on KWMW 105.1 Live 6:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

On the internet...ANYTIME! 
BackfortyBunkhouse.com 

     ----------------------------------------------------- 

 LEESWINGS TOP 12 CDs 

Kountry Korral Magazine, Bennerstigen 

120, Sala, Sweden 

 

TOP TWELVE CDs 

1.  Bobby Koefer - Thumbin´ It 

2.  Bob Wills & His Texas Playboys - Live 

@ Boeing Aircraft , Witchita, KS 

3.  Gaylynn Robinson - Love & Heartache 

4.  Jeff Woolsey & the Dancehall Kings 

5.   Kelli Grant - Swing Like That 

6.   Leon McAuliffe - Tulsa Straight Ahead 

7.   Liz Talley - More Than Satisfied 

8.   Louise Rowe - My Time With Bob 

9.   River Road Boys - Houston 

10.  Stephanie Davis - Western Bling 

11.  Stardust Cowboys - Honky Tonk Cowboy & Desert Flower 

12.  Texas Playboys  - Live @ Pawhuska `99 

 

TOP TWELVE SONGS 

1.    Blue Guitar Stomp - Leon McAuliffe 

2.    Boogie Woogie High Ball - Texas Playboys@Pawhuska ô99             

3.    Don´t Change the Rose of San Antone - Pap Hamel & the ...     

4.    Don´t Let the Stars Get in Your Eyes - Louise Rowe 

5.    Honky Tonk Cowboy Blues - Stardust Cowboys 

6.    I´m A Tired Cowboy - Genuine Cowhide 

7.    Keeper of the Flame - Gaylynn Robinson 

8.    Lillie´s White Lies - Johnny Bush 

9.    Me, My Truck and God - Ambrogio Gaigher 

10.  Pecos Bill - Rich Flanders 

11.  South - Bob Wills   His Texas Playboys at Boeing Aircraft  

12.  Talkin´ `Bout You - Stephanie Davis 

 

Lillies Ohlssonð LeeSwing88@sheab.net  

     ððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Honorees To Be Inducted Into  
The Western Swing Hall Of 

Fame  
on Sunday, October 4th, 2009  

in Sacramento, CA. 
 

Darrell Anderson, Renton, Washington 
 

Joe Baker, Ruidoso, New Mexico 
 

Bob Bone, Weatherford, Texas 
 

Tink Cariker, Sacramento, California 
 

Gene Carter, Muskogee, Oklahoma 
 

Bill Compton, El Cajon, California 
 

Bobby Lee Dwillis, Shady Point, Oklahoma 
 

Tony Grasso, La Mesa, California 
 

Howard Higgins, Big Spring, Texas 
 

Bob Meeks, Rancho Bernardo, California 
 

Albert Talley, Cleburne, Texas 

  "Swingin' West"- Mike Gross 

 WVOF-FM 

August 1, 2009 

Songs 

1. Over the Hill- River Road Boys  

2. Brownsville- John England & Western Swing-

ers  

3. Are You Teasing Me-  Bobby Flores 

4. Southern Hospitality- Cornell Hurd Band  

5. Feelinô Blue for Texas- Marshall Ford Swing Band  

6. Crystal Canyon- Patty Parker  

7. Swingtown- Andrew Dean & The Farm Machine   

8. Heartless Lover-  Cornell Hurd Band  

9. Driving Lesson- Don Burnham  

10. I Can Almost Tell- Rich Lester  

Albums 

1. Houston- River Road Boys  

2. This is Tommy Duncan- Billy Mata & Texas Tradition   

3. Open That Gate- John England & Western Swingers  

4. Now Playing! Willie and the Wheel- Willie Nelson & 

Asleep at the Wheel  

5. Western Bling- Stephanie Davis  

6. Last Call for Heartaches- Price Porter 

7. Favorite Requests- Don Sulesky  

8. Something Old, Nothing New- Dennis Ivey  

9. American Shadows- The Songs of Moon Mullican- Cor-

nell Hurd Band  

10. Bluebonnet Lane- River Road Boys  

Swinginwest.com 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Hello folks, this is Jerry Webb and I would like to say a 

great big THANK YOU to my friend Joe Baker and his 

staff for all the hard work they do at the Backforty 

Bunkhouse. I look forward to getting their newsletter 

each and every month and I sincerely appreciate their 

support of traditional country and western swing mu-

sic.  

Keep up the good work.  

Jerry Webb 

 

www.JerryWebbMusic.com 

What folks are sayinô... 

mailto:LeeSwing88@sheab.net
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GRAND OLE OPRY STAR  
MEL McDANIEL  
Recently I heard that Mel McDaniel had 
suffered a heart attack in June and was now 
in a Nashville Hospital having problems 
staying alive. That was very sad news in-
deed, for me to hear this very nice man and 
his family were having to deal with this.  
The first time I heard of Mel McDaniel was 

in 1976 when I received his first Capitol record called HAVE A 
DREAM ON ME. It wasn't a smash hit but Capitol Records held 
on to Mel and kept the releases coming and I continued to play 
them on the radio. I played everything he released whether it was 
a hit or not. Five years after his first release he made it to the top 
ten with LOUISIANA SATURDAY NIGHT in 1981. I was really 
proud to see that happen. Record labels won't do that sort of thing 
anymore. Thirty plus years ago labels were dedicated to making 
careers. Today, if you don't make it to top five with your first re-
lease, you're history.  
One of my favorite songs was HELLO DADDY, GOOD MORNING 
DARLING. I think Red Steagall wrote that but at my age, my 
memory isn't 

what it used to be. In 1984 Mel enjoyed the only # 1 song of his 
career; BABY'S GOT HER BLUE JEANS ON and joined the 
Grand Ole Opry in 1986.  
One of Mel's albums had a song which I thought should have 
been a single for him but Capitol didn't agree. It was the story of a 
singer/songwriter, who like most, knew poverty, heartbreak of lost 
love and tough times, all of which he wrote about and recorded 
what he wrote. His songs made him a superstar and landed him 
in the lap of luxury. Well, this new found fortune didn't work for 
him either. He was no longer miserable and couldn't write songs 
the way he had in the past. He decided to just give it all up. Get 
rid of the houses, the cars, the money, the fancy women and go 
back to his old life because he discovered, YOU CAN'T SING 
THE BLUES IN AN AIR CONDITIONED ROOM. I loved that 
song. Even learned it and started doing it on stage with my band.  
Mel has been moved from his hospital room to a rehab center and 
from there will go home later to continue his healing. Please keep 
Mel and his wife Peggy in your prayers. Hang in there my friend. 
Lots of folks love you.  
-Dugg Collins       

 duggcollins.com 
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Knowing When Itôs Time To Quit 
Cowgirl Sass & Savvy  By  Julie Carter 

 
John Wayne taught about every cow-
boy I know how to be fearless. It's 
the movies, but they believe it any-
way. They will fight to get on a horse 
that clearly has blood in his eye and 
rope wild cattle that would love noth-
ing better than to run a horn through 
them or their horses. They will climb 
windmill towers in a blizzard wind 
and track cougars through the snow, 

fly crop dusters like a wild man, and generally undertake most 
any dangerous activity they can dream up. On occasion, they will 
even go so far as to order their wives around. When not endan-
gering themselves, they love nothing better than to help their 
pards out along those same lines. 
Button was running a big working crew and had already put in a 
full day. With great concentration, sitting astride his cowpony, he 
was counting cattle out the gate. "Button," came a voice from 
behind him. Button went on counting; ignoring the idiot that would 
dare interrupt. "Button," came the voice again and getting the 
same response as before. This continued, but Button just kept 
counting. 
When the last cow got through the gate, Button turned and said, 
"What do you want, Reese?" Reese tossed a big rattlesnake onto 
Button's lap and the wreck was on. When the horse was back 
under control, the snake shaken off and his heart rate back below 
the critical stage, Button rode over to Reese. He gave him a 
mean, squinty-eyed look and said, "I might not could whup you, 
but I can surely hit you up side the head with this saddle gun." 
Reese took this statement under thoughtful consideration.  
The next week Reese was horseback counting cattle while Button 
was slowly driving the feed truck along and putting out feed. 
Reese tossed another big snake in the front seat of the truck. 
Button bailed out the other side, the truck continued on, and 
Reese beat a cowboy-retreat for parts afar. During the rather col-
orful discussion that followed somewhat later, it was determined 
that Reese would not give Button any more snakes, no matter the 
circumstances. At the next cattle working, Button seemed to have 
misplaced his gloves. Nobody would admit to anything, even with 
Button's threats about what he'd do if he found out someone had 
assisted the gloves in going missing. At the break, Reese brought 
out a Banty rooster he had brought from home and carefully put 
him in the large cardboard box full of ear tags. When the cowboy 
crew started working again, he fessed up to Button about his 
gloves and told him they were in the ear tag box. The flapping, 
squawking rooster moment when the box was opened was not 
nearly as good as the rattlesnake chaos, but it would do. 
The next day Button told Reese to saddle up the new bay colt 
and put some miles on him. He specifically told him to ride across 
the tank dam and show the colt how to do that, get him used to it. 
Reese rode the skittish, scared colt onto the dam - fence on one 
side, water on the other - when a big Canadian goose, whose 
nest was disturbed by this intruder, raised up, flapped her wings 
and hissed loudly at Reese. You can break a colt to a lot of 
things, but a mad momma goose on the fight is not one of them. 
It had taken awhile, but it was in this moment that Reese had an 
epiphany. He was thinking, maybe it was time to give Button a 
break. 

www.julie-carter.com 
     ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Graham Lees Top 10 Songs and Albums 
HWD RadioðUnited Kingdom   
 
Top Ten CDs 
   
1. Stephanie Davis - Western Bling 
2. The Cornell Hurd Band - American Shad- 

        ows 
3.     The Stephanie Davis - Western Bliss 
4.    California Cowboy Band - Riding Catalina Again 
5.    Willie Nelson & AATW -  Willie & The Wheel 
6.     Desperados - Lucky Seven 
7.     Dugg Collins - Looking Back é1977 
8.     Various Artists - Hillside Records Country Song Roundup 
9.     Rich Flanders - Ride Away 
10.   Charles Woller - Desert Moon 
 
Top Ten Songs 
   
1. Carolyn Martin - Exactly Like You 
2. California Cowboy Band - Fence Rider 
3. Brady  Bowen/Durwood Strube - Take Back Your Old Love 

Letters 
4. Gil Prather - Rio Grande Sand 
5. Bill Hearne - Come Back To Old Santa Fe 
6. Peggy Malone - The Old Chisholm Trail 
7. Curtis Potter, Ray Sanders, Darrell McCall - New Heartache 
8. Saddle Cats - Oklahoma Stomp 
9. Bobby Ray Spears - So Used To Loving You 
10. Les Gilliam - Supper Time 

graham@grahamlees.co.uk 
     ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

I just wanted to say a few words about this great news-
letter and Joe said he thought it would be ok. 
  
The issues from the very beginning have everything I 
like to see. News about Western Swing music and art-
ist, Cowboy things and real country music. I also like 
seeing some of my favorite radio people in here each 
month as well. Put it all together and it's unbeatable 
plus it's current unlike some newsletters I have read 
and had to pay for. 
  
The Newsletter has a new editor and I know Totsie will 
be doing an excellent job. I also want to thank my dear 
friend Howard Higgins for the hundreds of hours he 
put into this great work of art for all of us in the music 
business.  
  
I'm headed for the bunkhouse, 'cause these boots are 
killing me. 
  
Dugg Collins 

duggcollins.com 
     ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Real West from The Old West 

KOTS AM1230 ï Totsie Slover 
Herdinô Cats - Saddle Cats 

Viva La Cowboy ï Dan Roberts 

Still Ridinô ï Jim Jones 
Desert Moon ï Deborah Live Johnson/Chuck 
Woller 
In My Spare Time Vol 5 ï Brady Bowen 

One Life To Live ï Linda Lee Filener 
Lucky Seven ï The Desperados 
This Is Tommy Duncan Vol. 1 ï Billy Mata 
Best of -  Hot Club of Cowtown 

RealWestOldWest@live.com 

 
Backforty Bunkhouse Productions congratulates 
our friends in El Paso, Texas for making the Top  

Ten nominations at the Inspirational Country Music 
(ICM) Awards in Nashville, Tennessee on  

October 12-16, 2009. 
Rebecca Linda Smith Female Vocalist of the Year 

and Robert Frank Smith for Songwriter of the Year. 
Our hats off to you both for loving what you do.  

What folks are sayinô... 

http://www.julie-carter.com
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Album: Country Song Roundup 

Artists:  Curtis Potter, Darrell 

McCall, Justin Trevino, Kenny 

Seratt, Ray Sanders & Jerry 

Inman  

Produced by: Dave Franer 

Label:   Hillside Records - 2009 

 

One of the finest albums released 

this year is the Hillside Records 

Country Song Roundup. The front 

cover displays the coveted Will Rogers statue designed by the 

Academy Of Western Artists and presented to the owner, Dave 

Franer of Hillside Records for the 2008 "Independent Record La-

bel Of The Year." Rightfully so, Franer works with the best in the 

business today and I quote Dave, ñWARNING If you don't like 

steel guitars and fiddles and Texas-style, honky-tonkin' dance hall 

music, then this is not the CD for you. If you do like country music 

the way it's supposed to sound, played by the players who can 

play it and sung by the singers who can sing it, you will love this 

CD.ò 

Kenny Seratt, Curtis Potter, Ray Sanders, Justin Trevino, Darrell 

McCall and Jerry Inman....What a lineup of award winning per-

formers. Each of these artists, lives and breathes country music 

and has pleased thousands of fans over the years. To list all the 

awards and achievements of these performers would fill a large 

book. Just listen to "Country Song Roundup" and these great art-

ists will let you know why they are so well liked. 

Anyone who knows country music and western swing will recog-

nize the "The Players who can play it" on rhythm guitar; Ray Ed-

ington, Justin Trevino and Steve Chapman. On lead guitar; Jimmy 

Capps, Phil Baugh, Billy Sanford and Levi Mullin. On pedal steel; 

Buddy Emmons, Weldon Myrick, Lloyd Green, Sonny Garish, Jim 

Loessberg, Gary Carpenter and Dicky Overbey. On fiddle; Buddy 

Spicher, Dale Morris Jr. and Bobby Flores. On Gut-String Guitar; 

Bobby Flores and Dale Morris Jr. On Bass; Jake Hooker, Justin 

Trevino and Bob More. On Drums; Buddy Harmon, Jim Loess-

burg and Smiley Reynolds. On Piano; Pig Robbins, Tim Alexan-

der, Tony Migliore, Randy Reinhard and Debra Hurd. On Tic-Tac 

Bass; Leon Rhodes. Background Vocals; Jannie Brannon and 

Dottie DeLeonibus and Darrell McCall Harmony on "The Other 

Woman."  From singles to duets, there are twenty-one tracks in 

all, such as "Hank & Lefty Raised My Country Soul" to "Mama 

Was The Rose Of San Antone" to ñMansion On The Hill.ò After my 

first review of this latest from Hillside records, I sincerely agree 

with Dave Franer, who has been producing country music for 35 

years, "This is his best album yet."  

To purchase ñHillside Records Country Song Roundup,ò visit 

www.hillsiderecords.net . Just $16.99. This price includes ship-

ping and handling. Also check out other CDôs and artists on the 

Hillside Record Label while youôre there.  

"Mama Was The Rose Of San Antone" from the Startex CD; Cur-

tis Potter "Walking On New Grass" Produced by Jim 

Loessburg, www.startexrecords.com  Tracks 4,10,17 & 20, pro-

duced by Justin Trevino. 

Justin Trevino appears courtesy of Heart Of Texas Records.  

 

-Joe Baker 

     ððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Listen to Joe Bakerôs Backforty Bunkhouse radio show on 

KWMW 105.1 FM, from 6:00 AM til 9:00 AM Saturday or on the 

internet at BackfortyBunkhouse.com.  If you canôt make it at 

that time the show is now streamed for your convenience.  

Listen when you want!  Click on ñListen Here.ò 

BackfortyBunkhouse.com 

Ken Bass KALHðVariety 95.1 FM 
Serving  

AlamogordoðLa LuzðHolloman AFB & 
Tularosa, NM 

  
1.  Starla Queen & Jazzabillies - I'm Be-
ginnIng To See The Light    

2.  Desperados - Leaving & Saying Good 
       Bye 
3.    Texoma All-Stars - Don't Fence Me In 
4.    Tracy Lawrence - Up to Him 
5.    Jimmy Bowen & Santa Fe - Baby's Single Down in San Ant...     
6.    Cliff Douglass - Jake & Mary's Colorado Club 
7.     Stephanie Davis - Soon 
8.     Ray Sanders - One More Memory 
9.     Bellamy & Bacon Brothers - Guilty of the Crime 
10.   Mel McDaniel ï Jukinô 
11.   Charlie Daniels - Back in the Saddle Again  
12.   James Payne - Jesus Saves 
13.   Jim Stricklan - Hey Good Lookin' 
14.   Cornell Hurd Band & Brad Moore - Cherokee Boogie 
15.   Traves Andrews - This Honky Tonk's Home 
16.   Vince Gill - Oklahoma Hills 
17.   Darren Kozelsky - Seven Vern Gosdens Ago 
18.   Dottie Jack - With Every Heartbeat 
19.   The Springs - I Didn't Find Jesus (Gospel Version) 
20.   Dolly Parton - Backwoods Barbie 

kalhlp@earthlink.net 
     ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð-  

From the MessengeréRhonda Craig 

 

Hi, dear western swing music family. 

1. Hall of Fame Showcase: We just attended 

another wonderful WS event in Yukon, OK 

(Suburb of OKC) July 16, 17, & 18. The music 

was wonderful.  All those Hall of Fame musi-

cians were wonderfuléas were all the musi-

cians who come at their own expense to play 

for no pay. Magnificent! The Event Palace was not only beautiful 

but had a huge wonderful wood dance floor that is a dancers 

dream! The outdoor temperature was 103 but inside it was cool 

and filled with so much fun and warm camaraderie.  

 

2. Camaraderieé.Why? Iôve been trying to figure out why this 

intense bond of brotherhood comes to exists among this group of 

people who follow western swing music.  It doesnôt seem to mat-

ters from which profession we come, we are all drawn together by 

a common thread. Why does it happen so spontaneously every 

time we go to a new event and meet new people who become 

lifelong friends? I canôt speak for the musiciansébecause Iôm not 

one and I canôt speak for the ones who come only to listené

because Iôm not one of them either.  But I can speak for the danc-

ersébecause ñI AREò one! These folks are the friendliest most 

loving, unpretentious people I have ever met. 

That wonderful spirit of ñReunionò which always permeates the 

atmosphere at one of these events is incredible. Larry Lange of 

the Lonestar Troubadours mentioned it in his July BB article as 

did I. Itôs always there. We canôt wait to see each other. We hug, 

kiss, exchange dances, laugh, play pranks on each other, eat 

together, and very often shed a few tears when we part company 

at the end of the event, always planning the next reunionédown 

the road. Old and new friends alike maintain contact long after the 

event is over, calling, or emailing, and even exchanging prayer 

needs.  

Why is that?  Why are the people so accepting and reluctant to 

pass judgment, often lending more support than we feel from a 

church family? Why is it that I feel safe leaving my purse unat-

tended for hours while I flit around socializing and dancing know-

ing that the contents will never be touched? 

http://www.hillsiderecords.net
http://www.startexrecords.com/
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I believe some of the reasons could be the general age of the 

group. Those of us who follow western swing either grew up lis-

tening to it during childhood and young adult years or were raised 

by parents that did (before it became almost extinct.) Those of us 

raised during that era were products of the great depression. We 

were either born and lived through it or came on the heels of it. I 

believe those unshakable values taught by our parents of that 

time period, at least here in the southwest, still shape our lives 

today. In a nutshell those values were:  

¶ Belief in a supreme loving Almighty God.  

¶ Belief in treating your neighbor as yourself, loving each 

other like God loves you. 

¶ Belief that everyone is equal. There is no need for pre-

tentious, arrogant behavior no matter oneôs economic 

status. 

¶ Belief in our Country, The USAéour America. We 

were taught that it was a blessing to be a citizen of the 

United States of America and that it had come at great 

human sacrifice. We were taught to be very Patriotic 

and still are. 

Love, as expressed in The Golden Rule, ñDo unto others as you 

would have them do unto youò was the standardéand for most 

still is. 

At the WS events almost everyone has these same values and it 

shows in everything we do. Occasionally you might run across 

someone who isnôt kind or friendly but that is the exception, not 

the rule. So yes, we love the western swing music, thatôs what 

drew us to the events in the first place. But ohéthe wonderful 

people that follow it are such a blessingéone we didnôt expect.  It 

keeps us going back to the trough for more. 

 

3. Something New and Exciting: Sharing our pictures 

I mentioned earlier that I have become ñthe messengerò for so 

many of these friends through emails. Tom Lee of Seymour, TX, 

sent me a brilliant suggestion a couple of weeks ago. He had an 

idea about creating a place where all the pictures everyone takes 

at our events could be displayed and shared. Soéwith the help of 

my grandson, Jason, I created a ómyspaceô web page where you 

can go and upload your photos and videos or just go and view all 

of them.  Currently there are almost 1000! It is wonderful!  I invite 

you to go there and see for yourself. You will probably see some 

folks that you know but couldnôt remember their nameséimagine 

that!!! 

Here is how you do it: On the internet go to: myspace.com/

themessengerspictures 

You will need to log-in using this information: 

Email: themessengerspictures@yahoo.com 

Password: welovews09 

Once you are logged in, you may click on ñeditò photos to view 

them or ñuploadò to add some pictures of your own. If you add 

photos please create an album with your name on it so everyone 

will know who contributed them and what event they are show-

casing. Itôs really not hard to do, so go and enjoy! 

 

4. Prayer network for our friendsé A contagious blessing 

The evolution of our email network has included becoming a su-

preme prayer network. Most of my email partners are probably 

not religious zealots but do believe in the power of prayer, and will 

stop when they receive a prayer request and pray for that person 

even if they donôt know them. I canôt tell you how many folks have 

had unbelievable answers to their prayer needs. I am delighted to 

see a prayer column being established for the Backfortybunk-

house family. Way to go Joe! 

If you would like to be a part of  ñthe messengerôsò email network 

and receive regional updates and prayer requests just let me 

know and I will be glad to add your name to the ever growing list. 

rhondacraig@uddenlink.net . 

 

 I look forward to meeting you down the roadéon the dance floor! 

For me that will be Madill, OK at the Texoma Shindig the third 

weekend of September, 17-18-19, at the Pacesetters Ballroom, 

then on to Amarillo for the WSMSS Showcase the last weekend in 

September,24, 25, 26.  Sure hope to see you there. 

If you see me on the dance floor come get acquainted, thatôs what 

itôs all about. 

Love to all, 

The MessengeréRhonda 

 

rhondacraig@suddenlink.net 

     ððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      -------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

All Things Country Top 10 CDs 
 

Rowena Muldavin 
 

1. Lisa and her Kin - Two Weeks in Texas 
2.  Liz Talley - More Than Satisfied 
3.  Owen Temple - Dollars and Dimes 
4.  The Silver Screen Cowboy Project - Produced by Marvin 

O'Dell 
5.  Li'l Mo & The Monicats - Hearts in My Dream 
6.  Miss Leslie - Drunk Dialer  
7.  Vance Lane - Texas Two Step 
8.  David Serby - Honkytonk & Vine 
9.  Stephanie Davis - Western Bling 
10.  Stephanie Davis - Western Bliss 
 

rowena@hpr.org 
 

     ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 

 

Go to www.demingradio.com to listen to Totsie Sloverôs  

The Real West From The Old West...best in Cowboy Music,  

Western Swing and Cowboy Poetry. ON KOTS AM1230 

 Deming NM. 

A-10 Etcheverry, Creative Achievement Award winner 
Cowtown Society of Western Music 2009 

CrayolaCowboy.com 

mailto:themessengerspictures@yahoo.com
mailto:rhondacraig@uddenlink.net
mailto:rhondacraig@uddenlink.net
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Well, Howdy again, from down in 
Austin where Bob Wills is still the King!  
I donôt want to sound braggadocios, but 
weôve received great response to our 
Bob Wills Radio since it premiered on 
July 4th.  We hope you logged in, but if 
you missed any of the programs thereôs 
no need to worryéthey are all archived 
on the website so you wonôt miss any-
thing. 
Iôm real proud of the lineup we have for 
our listeners in August.  Weôll begin with 

a two part interview my old friend, Jay Singleterry, did with Johnny 
Lee Wills in Tulsa back in 1980.  At that time Johnny Lee was 
operating a western clothing store in Tulsa.  Weôre fortunate to 
have this interview, as Johnny Lee passed away shortly thereaf-
ter. 
Next comes an interview I did in Mineral Wells this year at the 
Cowtown Society of Western Music annual Swingfest.  It features 
one of Bob Willsô great steel players, Bobby Koefer.  Bobbyôs a 
hoot and fortunately for his fans, heôs still quite active today. 
Another show will feature the man I believe to be one of the most 
famous and successful of all of Willsô fiddle players, the person-
able Johnny Gimble.  Iôve had the pleasure of playing with Johnny 
many times over the years and consider him to be the greatest 
Western Swing fiddler of all time! 
Weôll devote a program to the man Leon McAuliffe called, ñthe 
natural successor to Tommy Duncan,ò Leon Rausch.  Leon sings 
as good today as ever before and heôs always fun to be around.  
Donôt miss it. 
Also in August weôll feature my favorite Texas Playboy steel 
player and good friend, Herb Remington.  Herbie and I have 
played in each otherôs bands for over twenty-five years and heôs 
still my hero today.  It should be a great month for Western Swing! 
I hope youôll log in often and be sure and tell your friends about 
Bob Will Radio on www.bobwills.com 
Adios for nowéJim Gough 

jimgoughmrtexas@aol.com 

     ððððððððððððððððððððððððððð  

52,000 intelligent good-looking readers. 
 
ALL HAT AND NO PICKUP TRUCK. 
 
I've worn a cowboy hat and boots, 
but I've never worn chaps... 
except in certain private situations. 
I drank beer and cussed and sang country songs, 
but I've never had a pickup truck. 
I've had station wagons and sports cars, 
but I didn't wear my cowboy hat while driving those. 
It would be like wearing socks and sandals. 
No offense. 
Nobody ever thought I was a real cowboy anyway, 
except one Indian in South Dakota. 
He said "Got a cigarette, cowboy?" 
I liked him right away. 
Cowboys in the old western movies never had trucks either. 
I always wanted to be in a western. 
I would whistle,  
and my horse would run right over to me and say "What?" 
A good name for a western movie would be this: 
"Pickalong Cavity, Frontier Dentist". 
I would ride into town and ask where I can locate that there fron-
tier dentist. 
Gabby Hayes would tell me "Just over yonder, stranger,  
where you see that palomino wearing dentures."  
As sheriff I would go after them bushwhackers. 

Somebody's got to do it 
or we won't have a damn bush left in the territory. 
Once I thought about getting a pickup truck 
and starting a low priced taxi service for hobos. 
The good thing about picking up the homeless 
is that you can drop them off anywhere. 

 
© 2009. 
--  
Jack Blanchard & Misty Morgan... 
Grammy Nominees... Billboard's Duet of the Year. 
 
HOME PAGE: http://jackandmisty.com 
MySpace: http://myspace.com/jackandmisty 
     ððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
 

 
 
River Road Boys 
Other upcoming events for the next few months:  
Saturday - August 29, 2009  
Schulenburg, Texas - Sengelmann Hall - 531 N. Main  
For Information, go to Website www.SengelmanHall.com  
Dance at 9:00 PM  
Don't miss this one!  
September 15, 2009 Pasadena, TX - Pasadena Civic Center  
Bill Bailey's Annual Dance and Gumbo Gala  
5:00 - 8:00 PM   
September 19, 2009 Houston, Texas -  
SPJST Hall - Chandelier Ballroom  
1435 Beall Street  
8:30 - 12:00 PM  
For Reservations: 713-869-5767  
Watch for more dates at this location next year!  
September 25, 2009 Tomball, Texas - Main Street Crossing  
111 W. Main Street  
8:00 - 11:00 PM  
This is a really nice venue. Great atmosphere and good food!  
October 9, 2009  
Conroe, Texas - Conroe Catfish Festival 6:00 PM  
With Mary Allen-Keating  
  
We now are taking reservations for our 3rd Annual River Road 
Boys' Christmas Ball. It will be held on December 5 at the Nava-
sota VFW Hall. Call Clyde at 281-356-7174(home) or 713-829-
8729(cell) for reservations. Pass the word around and bring your 
friends out to this great fun dance! 
  
As always check our website for additional schedule additions 
and updates. There's a lot of exciting things on tap for the near 
future and next year. Hoping to see you soon! 
 
Check out our website www.RiverRoadBoys.com 

 
 

Jack Blanchard 

http://www.bobwills.com
http://jackandmisty.com
http://myspace.com/jackandmisty
http://www.sengelmanhall.com/
http://www.riverroadboys.com/
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The Cowtown Society Of Western 

Music and Friends of Bob Bone  

will be having a benefit with silent, live 

auctions and a western dance from 2-

6pm on Sunday, September 20th, 

2209 at the Finish Line Club in Fort 

Worth, Texas As most of us know, Bob 

is a current member of the Board Of 

Directors with the CSWM, has Leukemia and has just recently 

had a mild stroke. We are asking for $10 per person at the door 

or a donation that includes Beans & Cornbread meal. Dance to 

Dick Bridges, Buddy Hrabal, Chuck Cusimano,  Dick Hammonds, 

Albert Talley, Brady Bowen and Friends with a few surprise guest 

musicians. The Finish Line is located at the Linkcrest Exit off I-35 

West. South Access Road in West Fort Worth. 817-244-9966 or 

call Joe Baker 575-808-4111. 

 

All proceeds from door, auctions and donations go to Bob 

Bone For medical expenses. 

 

Jay Riley,Steel; Bonnie Crabbe, Piano; Gene Carpenter, Guitar; 

Al Deaton, Vocals; Bob Bone, Fiddle; Frank Casey, Bass. 

 


